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REFUGEES 


EU border deal 
faces resistance 
from refugees 

“ ! 


REFUGEES BEGAN to be 
deported from Greece 
to Turkey this week. 

New laws make it easier for 
refugees to be deported. But 
people are resisting. 

Local activists and refugees 


. 


are protesting against the 
deportations in Lesvos and 
against racism and fascism 
throughout Greece. 


HEALTH 


Junior ance 


can inspire a 
wider fightback 


JUNIOR DOCTORS were set 
to strike for 48 hours from 
Wednesday against Tory 
health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt’s imposition of a 
dangerous new contract. 
The increasingly bitter 
dispute has the potential 
; to bring down the Tories if 
-~ a JA it can link up with wider 
layers of workers. 
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+ LIBRARIES 

Lambeth sit-in to 

stop cuts rocks 

Labour councillors 

ACTIVISTS IN Lambeth have 

occupied a library against 

plans from the Labour-led 

council to close libraries 

and turn them into gyms. 

In order to win, the strikes 
which inspired the occupation 
must continue and spread to 
other council workers. 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘Morally wrong’ 


David Cameron on tax 
avoidance 


‘I’m starting to feel 
abit strange about 
these questions’ 


Iceland’s prime minister 
Sigmundur David 
Gunnlaugsson when asked 
about his offshore dealings 


‘Nervous’ 


A Mossack Fonseca memo 
describes one employee who 
was instructed to remove all 
company files from an office 
the firm denied existing 


‘It is not our policy 
to hide or destroy 
documentation 
that may be of 
use in any 
ongoing 
investigation’ 
Mossack Fonseca statement 
‘Do not leave 
anything. | will 
save them in my 
car or at 

my house’ 


Instruction to Mossack 
Fonseca employees in Brazil 
when a client was investigated 
by police 


‘Aseries of fibs’ 


A spokesperson for Vladimir 
Putin responds to the leaks 


‘Scrambled to 
find a copy ofa 
home utility bill’ 


Petro Poroshenko, Ukraine’s 
pro-Western president had 
difficulty getting his money 
offshore 


‘An international 
campaign against 
privacy’ 

The head of Mossack Fonseca, 


Ramon Fonseca, responds to 
the story 


‘ ’ 
Not of any value 
Tory peer Michael Mates 
explains his shares in a 
Caribbean real estate company 


After leaked files from offshore firm Mossack Fonseca expose the secret stashes of 


the rich and powerful, Troublemaker roots through for the good stuff... 


Cameron's dad ran tax scam 


AN OFFSHORE fund run by David 
Cameron’s dad paid zero tax in 
Britain for over 30 years. 

In 2013 David Cameron urged 
Britain’s overseas territories—including 
the British Virgin Islands—to work with 
him to “get our own houses in order”. 

He could have looked no further than 
his late father to see where to start. 

Ian Cameron was a stockbroker and 
multimillionaire. He was a Mossack 
Fonseca client who used the law firm 
to shield his investment fund, Blairmore 
Holdings, Inc., from paying tax in 
Britain. 

The fund’s name came from Blairmore 
House, his family’s plush ancestral coun- 
try estate. 

Mossack Fonseca registered the 
investment fund in Panama even though 
many of its key investors were British. 
Ian Cameron controlled the fund from 
its birth in 1982 until his death in 2010. 

A prospectus for investors said the 
fund “should be managed and con- 
ducted so that it does not become 
resident in the United Kingdom for 


United Kingdom taxation purposes”. 

The fund did this by using untrace- 
able certificates of ownership known as 
“bearer shares” and by employing “nom- 
inee” company officers based in the 
Bahamas, the law firm’s leaked records 
show. This meant investors did not have 
to appear on a register. 


THE PACIFIC island of Niue sought 


Mossack Fonseca’s help. The firm 


wrote the laws for the islands and 
set the place up as a tax haven. 


Over half of the Niue government’s 


annual budget came from the deal. 


In 2005, the island decided to shut 
down the industry after allegations of 
rampant money laundering. Mossack 
Fonseca moved the companies to Samoa. 


Backdated files to _ 
hide dodgy directors 


IN 2005 a tour boat called 
the Ethan Allen sank in 
New York’s Lake George, 
drowning 20 elderly 
tourists. 

After the survivors and 
families of the dead sued, 
they learned the tour 
company had no insurance 
because fraudsters had 


Niue 


holdings of 12 
world leaders. 


Viadimir Putin 


current and former 
Russian president 


secretly shuffled as 
much as £1.5 billion 


When asked if any family money 
was invested in the fund a Downing 
Street spokeswoman said, “That is a 
private matter.” Three Tory peers are 
mentioned in the documents as having 
used tax havens. They are ex-minister 
Michael Mates, former party donor Lord 
Ashcroft and baroness Pamela Sharples. 


THE BRITISH Virgin Islands 
are home to around 

AO percent of the world’s offshore 
companies. Of the companies 
that appear in Mossack Fonseca’s 
files, one out of every two 
companies—more than 113,000— 
were incorporated in the British 
Virgin Islands. Some 551 banks 
were involved in the schemes. 


Yachts for dictators, 
kings and politicians 


THE leaked documents 
reveal the offshore 


sold it a fake policy. 

Malchus Irvin 
Boncamper is an 
accountant on the 
Caribbean island of 
St. Kitts. He pleaded guilty 
in a US court in 2011 to 
helping the con artists 
launder the proceeds of 
their frauds. 

This created a problem 
for Mossack Fonseca, 
because Boncamper had 
served as the front man 


Get in 
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker 


rs : - » 
Co-founder Jurgen Mossack 


—a “nominee” director — 
for 30 companies created 
by the law firm. 

It told its offices to 
replace Boncamper as 
director of the companies 
—and to backdate the 


records in a way that made 


it appear the changes had 


taken place, in some cases, 


a decade earlier. 


Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 
Twitter @socialistworker 


through banks and 
shadow companies. 
The hidden financial 
dealings of 128 more 
politicians and public 
officials around the world 
are coming to light. 
The files identified 
58 family members 
and associates of 
prime ministers, 
presidents or kings. 
For example, the 
children of Pakistani 
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i 
Co-founder Ramon Fonseca 


prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif owned London 
real estate through shell 
companies. Ex-Egyptian 
dictator Hosni Mubarak 
used the firm. 

As the Institute of 
Investigative journalism 
point out, it “helped 
two kings take to the 
sea on luxury yachts”. 


Write to 


London 
SE11 9BW 


<P Socialist Worker 
ff”, J > PO Box 71327 
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Nine in ten firms 
prefer offshore 


OXFAM reviewed data 

on more than 200 
companies, which 
included the 100 largest 
firms in the world and the 
World Economic Forum’s 
strategic partners. 

They found evidence 
that nine out of ten of 
them have a presence in 
at least one tax haven. 

The International 
Monetary Fund said 
corporate investment in 
tax havens increased by 
almost four times between 
2000 and 2014. 

It is estimated that tax 
dodging by multinational 
firms costs developing 
countries around 
£70 billion a year. 

Some 8 percent of 
individual financial wealth 
also sits offshore. 


Gold robbers 
laundered 


GORDON Parry laundered 
money for the Brink’s-Mat 
robbers. Sixteen months 
after the robbery Mossack 
Fonseca set up a Panama 
shell company called 
Feberion Inc. 

Jurgen Mossack was 
one the company’s three 
“nominee” directors. 

An internal memo 
written by Mossack 
shows he was aware in 
1986 that the company 
was “apparently involved 
in the management of 
money from the famous 
theft from Brink’s-Mat in 
London”. 

Records from 1987 
make it clear that Parry 
was behind Feberion. 

The law firm took steps 
that prevented police from 
gaining control of the 
company. 
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Library sit-in to stop cuts 
rocks Labour councillors 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


THE OCCUPATION against the 
closure of Carnegie Library in 
Lambeth, south London, entered 
its sixth day as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

The sit-in began last Thursday 
when people refused to leave at clos- 
ing time on the last day. 

The Labour-led council has now 
gone to court in an attempt to get rid 
of the occupiers. 

Councillors would like to create 
the impression of isolated militants 
inside. The reality is that occupiers 
include parents and children, and run 
readers’ groups and the chess club. 

The protest has involved hundreds 
of local residents, library users, fami- 
lies, council workers and campaigners. 
There have been daily and nightly 
protests, some 200-strong, a noisy 
14-car cavalcade and a constant 
stream of solidarity visitors. 

The Labour Party in Lambeth is in 
crisis over the scale of opposition. 


Desperate 

Councillors have desperately tried to 
attack the occupiers on social media 
but are under attack themselves 
from big chunks of their own party’s 
membership. 

The council wants to close three of 
the borough’s ten libraries and spend 
millions reopening two of them as 
fee-charging private gyms run by 
Greenwich Leisure Ltd (GLL). 

Even local Labour MP Kate Hoey 
called it a “grubby deal”. 

Nearly 200 people joined a farewell 
party inside the library, which led to 
the occupation last week. 

Jeff from Friends of Carnegie 
Library spoke. He said, “They see this 
building as a piece of real estate. We 
see it as a public service.” 

Lottie Davies, a local resident 
who was part of the sit-in, said, 
“?’'m surprised more people haven’t 
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questioned the links between 
councillors and GLL.” 

Rob Jones and Rosie Protheroe 
are also sitting-in at Carnegie. Their 
twin 11 month old daughters are the 
youngest occupiers. 

“The council have been shutting 
stuff for years,” said Rob. “We don’t 
need a gym here—there are two 
down the bottom of the road.” 

Rosie added, “There’s always nice 
things for the kids to do during the 
holidays at the library that are free.” 

Labour members launched a call 
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for “Jeremy Corbyn, John McDonnell 
and other Labour leaders to go to the 
occupation to discuss with the cam- 
paigners what we can do to fight the 
Tories’ cuts”. 

Labour’s London mayoral can- 
didate Sadiq Khan is also under 
pressure to speak out. 

Occupiers have set an example— 
it’s time Labour followed it. 


Send a message of solidarity to the 
occupiers at 
lambethlibrariescampaign@gmail.com 
More at defendthel0-lambeth.org.uk 


‘Join our 
fightback’ 


by MICHAELA LOEBNER in the occupation 


THE LABOUR council in Lambeth 
has a fight on its hands. We 

have been overwhelmed by the 
solidarity of ordinary people who 
want us to win. 

We have had enough of the 
cuts. There is enough money to 
fund all of our public services— 
let the rich tax dodgers pay. 

Councillors tell us their hands 
are tied when it comes to funding 
services. But talking about 
“difficult decisions” and blaming 
the Tories is not enough. 

When is Labour going to resist 
cuts, not implement them? 

Libraries provide more than 
those who want to shut them 
understand. But Lambeth council 
refuses to listen. Councillors are 
not representing us so 
we refused to let them 
get away with it—we 
occupied. 

Our strength has 
been the unity between 
public sector workers 
and people who use the 
services they provide. 

If our struggle 
inspires others 
then it’s worth it. 
Bring your union 
and campaign 
banners and join 
our protest this 
Saturday. 
Sat 9 April, 


11.30am, 4 
Carnegie Library, 
188 Herne Hill Rd, 
London SE24 OAG 


Michaela 


Unions must take a lead 


LIBRARY WORKERS have 
been a central part of the 
campaign. They have 

led the way against 

the council’s cuts with 
unofficial then official 
walkouts. 

This inspired 
over 85 percent 
of Lambeth 
Unison members 
to demand a 
ballot for a 
council-wide 
strike last 
month. 

Occupiers 
have taken 
an inspiring 
stand but 
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Lambeth librarian on strike last month 


alone it may not be enough. A 
council-wide strike is the kind 
of action that can halt the 
council’s cuts. 
But Unison London region is 
dragging its heels. Workers are 
still waiting for the ballot. 
Some worry that 
Labour’s London 

» election campaign 
weighs heavier on 
officials’ minds. 

But the union’s 
job is defending 
workers and 
services. Workers in 
Lambeth are up for 

a fight—it’s time 
the union matched 
their spirit. 


ICELAND 


Fury erupts 
over PM's 
tax scandal 


AS MUCH as ten percent 
of Iceland’s population of 
330,000 took to the streets 
on Monday evening, raging 
against their leaders’ 
corruption. 

They gathered outside 
the parliament in Reykjavik 
chanting, blowing whistles 
and banging drums. 

Some waved bananas, as a 
symbol that they are living in 
a “banana republic”. Others 
threw eggs and yoghurt at 
windows. 

“I’m here to show the 
authorities my disrespect,” 
said Aslaug Marinosdottir, 
who joined the protest after 
work. 

The Panama Papers (see 
page 2) revealed that prime 


% 
is 


Protesters in Rejkavik 


minister Sigmundur David 
Gunnlaugsson, his wife Anna 
Sigurlaug Palsdottir and 
other ministers had money 
stashed away in offshore tax 
havens. 

The arrogant prime 
minister added to the anger 
when he dismissed the 
accusations as "foolish” and 
stormed out of a TV studio. 

Trust in politicians reached 
record-low levels in Iceland 
after the financial crash of 
2008, when large numbers of 
people lost their homes and 
jobs. 

More people turned up for 
Monday’s demonstrations 
than gathered in 2009, when 
protests forced then prime 
minister Geir Haarde to step 
down. 

Before the latest scandal 
broke, just 17 percent of 
people said they trusted the 
politicians in parliament. 

The Pirate Party, which 
leads in national opinion 
polls, has tabled a motion 
of no confidence in the 
government. It was expected 
to be heard on Thursday of 
this week. 

Aslaug said, “For the short 
term the government needs 
to resign. For the long term 
we need radical changes.” 
Charlie Kimber 
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Tata bosses 


dump their 


workers to 
save profits 


Tomas Tengely-Evans reports from 
Port Talbot, where steel workers’ 
supporters protested last Saturday 


ANGER AND fear are spreading 
through steel towns as the Tata 
Steel giant prepares to sell off or 
shut down its 14 British-based 
plants. 

Up to 15,000 steel workers’ jobs— 
and a further 25,000 in linked indus- 
tries—are under threat. 

Peter Ross, a Unite union member 
and engineer at Port Talbot steel 
works in South Wales, spoke to 
Socialist Worker. 

He said, “The Tories don’t give 
a shit about us—we’re just cannon 
fodder to them.” 


Production 

The Tories’ latest “rescue plan” 
involves investment tycoon Sanjeev 
Gupta’s Liberty House UK buying 
Port Talbot. 

It will stop steel production and 
use the blast furnaces to melt scrap 
metal. 

This depends on the Tories’ bank- 
rolling his plans and doesn’t include 
all the other Tata plants. 

Port Talbot steel works could 
still shut within six weeks with the 
immediate loss of 4,000 jobs. 

Bosses claimed last year 
that 750 job cuts would save 
the works. 

Janice told Socialist Worker, 
“My son had a letter eight 
months ago about 750 jobs going, 


BACK STORY 


Port Talbot faces a bleak future 
if the closure goes ahead 
@35,000 people live in the town 
and rely on the plant for jobs 
@The peripheral jobs that rely on 
the plant are threatened too 
@There are no other large 
workplaces locally 

@The Tories have said that 
nationalisation is not an option 
@Workers can defend their jobs 
and pensions by occupying, 
protesting and broadening the 
battle against closure 


but was told he wouldn’t be 
affected. 

“Now they’ve gone and done this 
and stabbed us in the back.” 

The closure would devastate the 
area. 


Support 
Stephen said, “It’s already 
going downhill and if the 
works close it will just be a 
ghost town.” 

There is growing support for 
nationalisation—a poll last week 
suggested that 62 percent of people 
support it. And a fight for steel 
would come at the same time as 
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STEEL WORKERS make their point to business secretary Sajid Javid when he visited Port Talbot last Sunday 


junior doctors, teachers and others 
are fighting back. 

Bev Wilson, the UCU union branch 
secretary at Neath Port Talbot 
College, told Socialist Worker, “I’m 
going to raise nationalisation in 
my union branch and then argue 
that the region should also sup- 
port the campaign. Everyone can do 
something.” 

Up to 200 people rallied 
in Port Talbot last Saturday 
and 100 protested outside a 
Welsh Assembly meeting on 
Monday of this week. 

But a real fight from the 
union leaders is needed to 


FIGURE IT OUT 


million pounds lost 
every day by the Tata 
plant at Port Talbot, 
according to bosses 


billion pounds spent 
bailing out British 


banks in 2008 


thousand days. The 
amount of time the 
plant could stay open 
for if the Tories bailed 
out Port Talbot workers 


to the same tune 


force nationalisation—not cosy- 
ing up to the bosses and nego- 
tiating plant closures and job 
losses. 

The Labour Party should also 
mobilise support and call dem- 
onstrations instead of making 
rhetorical noises and half-baked pro- 
posals (see page 15). 


Militant 


Only militant action can save the 
steel workers’ jobs. 

In July 1971 workers at Upper 
Clyde Shipbuilders in Scotland occu- 
pied against closure. 

This forced Edward Heath’s Tory 


government into a humiliating 
retreat. 

Workers could do the same 
to David Cameron’s Tory gov- 
ernment. The Tories are weak 
and have been wracked by 
repeated crises. 

But the unions have to 
fight for every job and full 
nationalisation, without any 
compensation, under democratic 
workers’ control. 


On other pages... 
Ly Nationalise to save jobs, not boost 
bosses’ profits >>Page 15 


Sharks eye up Scunthorpe 


GREYBULL CAPITAL 
is in talks to buy 
Tata’s Scunthorpe 
steelworks. In return 
for “saving” the works 
it wants workers to 
take a 3 percent pay 


That could cost 
some workers up to 
£150 a month. 

Other attacks 
include, crucially, 
the end of their 
final salary pension 
scheme. 


expense. 


Workers in four 
unions began a 
ten-day ballot on 
the proposed deal 
on Tuesday. Martin 
Foster of the multi- 
union committee said 
cut. it was “the best deal 
possible”—and would 
save bosses £9 million 
a year at workers’ 


But accepting 
bosses’ blackmail only 
encourages them to 
come back for more. 


The bosses’ logic 
is that costs are too 
high to compete with 
cheaper producers 
abroad. 

This will continue 
to be true as long as 
there's still someone 
somewhere with a 
worse deal. 

And it doesn’t save 
jobs. Promises that 
each new Sacrifice 
will be the last are 
hollow—as Tata 
workers know all too 


Militancy and 
unity can win 
this battle 


FIGHTS AGAINST mass job losses 
can be among the hardest and 
most bitter. 

Workers have industrial muscle 
when they withdraw their labour 
by striking—but this doesn’t always 
work against bosses who want to 
sack everyone. 

But it’s a terrible mistake to 
think they can never be won. Three 
things can give workers’ action 
against sackings more weight. 

One is to spread it beyond those 
workers directly affected. 

The current anti-union laws 
make it difficult to do this officially. 
But there are others in dispute 
who could coordinate with steel 
workers and call strikes together. 
And there’s nothing to stop workers 
walking out unofficially. 

Another is to take control of 
the bosses’ assets by occupying. 

If even a small group of workers 
started sitting in at a small part 
of Port Talbot it would win huge 
support and disrupt bosses’ plans. 

The third thing is political 
pressure on the government with 
real leverage to back it up. 

Unions can call thousands out 
n the streets against job cuts 
nd for nationalisation.A start 
an be made this Saturday with 
demonstration in Sheffield. 
riginally called to oppose the 
osure of the Business, Innovation 
nd Skills office, it's now been 
xtended to the issue of steel jobs. 
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ssemble 12 noon, Devonshire Green, 
heffield, S3 7SW. 
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Chinese workers not to 
blame for a global crisis 


by DAVE SEWELL 


BOSSES, UNIONS and politicians 
all say Britain’s steel works are 
struggling due to cheap steel 
from China. They say this is 
being illegally “dumped”—sold 
at a loss—and demand import 


controls and tariffs to keep it out. 


But workers there are 
under attack too. The Chinese 
government announced 
1.8 million layoffs—about 
15 percent of the workforce—in 
coal and steel this year. 

Workers at Ansteel factory in 
Guangzhou fought back with 
a strike over jobs and pay in 
February. 

Capitalist stagnation means 
there is “too much” steel. This 
means as much as a third of 
global steel capacity is surplus to 
the bosses’ requirements. 

When the Chinese economy 
was growing quickly it needed 
steel and production was 
increased. 

Now it is slowing down it has 
less demand for steel because 
there are fewer opportunities to 


profit from it. 

But the world is crying out for 
public transport, housing and 
renewable energy—all of which 
requires steel. 

The workers’ movement can 
fight for the right to produce the 
useful goods the market ignores. 
It shouldn’t allow itself to be 
divided by fighting over scraps 
the market leaves. 

The Tories have blocked 
attempts to impose tariffs 
through the European Union 
because they are afraid of losing 
Chinese investment. 

Almost 30 percent of Britain’s 
gross domestic product is 
exported. Higher tariffs on 
imports could see retaliation and 
further job cuts. 

Some on the left see the 
Tories’ relationship with China 
as a weak spot worth exploiting. 
But this lets the Tories off the 
hook when we should be putting 
pressure on them to nationalise 
steel. 

Workers need to take on the 
system that exploits and divides 
them—not each other. 


CAPITALISM’S PANAMA 
CANAL OF CORRUPTION 


OLITICIANS who insist 
there’s no money for 
working class people 
had their secret hoards 
exposed this week. 

The Panama Papers revealed 
the clients of just one of the 
world’s top tax dodging offshore 
law firms. 

Much of the media coverage 
focused on Russian president 
Vladimir Putin and senior figures 
in China and North Korea. But 
these corrupt tyrants are part of 
the same ruling class that lords 
over us here. 

The papers included 9,000 
names from Britain and thousands 
more from Western countries. 

In theory tax-dodging breaks 
our rulers’ own rules. But they’re 
almost all at it—so it’s no wonder 
they get tangled up in hypocrisy. 

Cameron huffed and puffed 
that Jimmy Carr’s tax dodging 
was “morally wrong”. But when it 
comes to Cameron’s inheritance, 
it’s a “private matter”. 

When Google’s tax schemes 
came under fire in 2012, boss Eric 
Schmidt was more honest. “It’s 
called capitalism,” he said. 

Capitalism is built on 
accumulation—investing money 
to make ever more money. It’s 


A LEFT EXIT IS POSSIBLE 


UTRAGE IN the right wing 

press last week showed that 

it’s possible to put forward 
a socialist case for leaving the 
European Union (EU). 

Their fury followed a debate on 
the EU referendum at the NUT 
union’s annual conference. 

One Daily Mail newspaper 
headline whined, “Hard left 
teachers want Britain to leave 
the EU because they want MORE 
immigration and the Brussels club 
isn’t socialist enough.” 

The Daily Telegraph’s headline 


WHAT WE THINK 


enforced by ruthless competition. 
Capitalists who fail to maximise 
profits are torn apart by the rest. 

Far from opposing this 
competition, states and their 
laws are deeply embedded in it. 
They enforce and underwrite it 
at home and get stuck in against 
competitors abroad. So the 
Tories’ repeated promises of a 
clampdown have rung hollow. 

We've heard the same fake fury 
from our rulers over steel jobs. 
They claim indignation at China’s 
“dumping”. 

Yet all it really means is that 
Chinese firms have cut their prices 
to boost flagging sales. It’s what 
any capitalist would do. 

And Britain’s bosses have always 


Chinese firms cut 
prices to boost 
sales—it’s what 
any capitalist 


would do 
es 


said, “UK should leave the EU ‘to 
have freedom to let migrants in’.” 

The articles were a fantastic 
advert for a left case against the 
EU. The Mail described teachers 
denouncing the “Fortress Europe” 
EU as a “bosses club”. 

It quoted teacher “lan Muller” 
telling NUT delegates, “Syrians 
and Poles, refugees and economic 
migrants, you’re welcome here.” 

Delegates debated a motion 
that said “vicious racism is built 
into the foundations of the EU”. 

Unfortunately the NUT agreed 
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used blackmail to force their way 
into other countries’ markets, 
from Empire’s gunboats to the 
International Monetary Fund. 

Business secretary Sajid Javid 
was making a speech in Australia 
about the virtues of free markets 
as the steel crisis was unfolding in 
Britain. According to the Financial 
Times newspaper he made an 
“inspiring” defence of free trade 
and enterprise. 

“In recent times, these twin 
concepts have come under attack 
like rarely before—and they really 
need to be defended,’ the business 
secretary declared. 

The real culprits for destroying 
thousands of livelihoods are steel 
bosses who've run the industry 
down. 

They are the shareholders who 
got rich wearing workers out. 

Now the Tories are happy 
to throw the workers on the 
scrapheap because the banks make 
bigger profits. 

For all their hypocrisy, they 
are acting exactly as capitalism 
demands. 

But the Tories are in trouble. 
We need to go on the offensive 
against them—and to link that 
into a fight to get rid of the whole 
rotten system. 


not to take a position on the EU. 

But it was refreshing to hear 
a left wing argument for leaving 
being widely reported—and to 
see the right rattled by it. 

Right wingers, in the Remain 
and Leave camps, want to use the 
EU referendum to whip up racism 
and bolster austerity. 

The EU promotes bosses’ 
interests at the expense of 
workers. Its border controls 
murder refugees. Socialists should 
oppose the EU—and build the 
case for a left exit. 
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Defy logic of capital 
to defend steel jobs 


THE TATA steel workers threaten to be the latest case 
in which the brutal logic of capital destroys industries 
and working class communities. We’ve seen it again and 
again in the past 35 years—the miners under Margaret 
Thatcher and John Major, and the Luton and Longbridge 
car workers under Tony Blair and Gordon Brown. 

The bosses of Tata Steel are certainly applying that 
logic. They are rushing to the exit, desperate to dump an 
unprofitable subsidiary and shed responsibility for the 
British Steel pension fund. The Financial Times newspaper 
reports Tata is blocking a selloff of the South Wales plants to 
limit competition with its more efficient Dutch subsidiary. 

The Tory government is also applying the logic of capital. 
Ambrose Evans-Pritchard, the Daily Telegraph newpaper’s 
international business editor, pointed out that Britain has 
consistently blocked proposals to increase the European 
Commission’s power to impose anti-dumping duties on 
cheap imports from China. 

Evans-Pritchard accused chancellor George Osborne of a 
“Faustian pact” with China in the hope of attracting inward 
investment. Maybe, but British governments—unlike other 
advanced capitalist states—have since the 1980s consistently 
allowed unprofitable local firms to go bust. 

The only sector they have made an effort to protect is 
banking, apparently in the belief that the City is the source 
of Britain’s main comparative economic advantage. The 
concern paraded by David Cameron and business secretary 
Sajid Javid is just for show, and reflects their fear that steel 
closures will be used against them in the Brexit campaign. 

Evans-Pritchard concluded, “We may have to face the 
unpleasant truth that free trade has its limits. Anti-dumping 
duties are the only way to preserve our industrial core in a 
1930s world.” But calls for retaliation against China seem 
futile in light of the figures he gives. China’s share of global 
steel production has risen from ten to 50 percent in the past 
decade. 


Excess 

As the investment boom launched to counter the Great 
Recession of 2008-9 has run down, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development estimates China 
has built up 400 million tonnes of excess steel capacity. 
That’s twice the European Union’s total steel output. By 
comparison, Britain’s steel industry is a minnow, producing 
12 million tonnes a year, 0.7 percent of global output. 

Moreover, when Evans-Pritchard talks about “a 1930s 
world” he’s referring to how states responded to the Great 
Depression. First they increased import tariffs to protect 
their home markets and then they devalued their currencies 
to make their exports cheaper. 

The effect of these beggar-my-neighbour policies was 
the near-disintegration of the world market. And the main 
victims were working people. 

The Tata crisis threatens 40,000 jobs in Britain. Nearly 
two million Chinese coal and steel workers will be sacked 
under government plans to slash excess capacity. In January 
strikes and “workplace incidents” in China were double the 
level of a year previously. 

Calls to nationalise the Tata plants are right, but not, as 
Labour politicians argue, as a stop-gap till they can be sold 
off. 

Nationalisation could be a step towards another kind of 
economy, where a different set of priorities from the logic of 
global competition could begin to govern production. Once 
the steel workers’ jobs had been saved, they could begin to 
discuss with workers from other industries and areas how 
their products could meet need, not profit. 

Of course, neither the Tory government in London nor 
the Welsh executive in Cardiff will contemplate such an 
alternative, unless they are forced to. At the start of the 
Great Recession in 2009, groups of workers occupied their 
plants when they were threatened with closure. This is what 
the steel workers should be planning now. 

Occupying the steel plants would intensify the political 
crisis created by Tata’s decision. At the very minimum, like 
the 2009 occupations, it could get better terms for workers if 
they do lose their jobs. At best, it could keep the steel plants 
open. And this would be an example to workers everywhere 
that there is an alternative to the logic of capital. 


People’s Assembly protest 
can give resistance a boost 


Campaigners are 
finding enthusiasm 
for a planned 
national protest 
against austerity, 
reports Nick Clark 


ACTIVISTS across Britain 
are campaigning for a 
big turnout at a national 
demonstration against the 
Tories in London later this 
month. 

The People’s Assembly 
campaign group has organ- 
ised a march for health, 
homes, jobs and education 
on Saturday 16 April. 

It comes as the Tories are 
in crisis, fighting with each 
other over the European 
Union and plans to force 
all schools to become 
academies. 

Meanwhile strikes by 
junior doctors (see page 20) 
and teachers’ plans to fight 
against academies present 
opportunities to organise 
resistance. 

A large protest on 16 April 
would help to build these 
fights. 

In Newcastle, the People’s 
Assembly has helped to initi- 
ate a protest with the junior 
doctors’ BMA organisation 
this Saturday. 

Newcastle activist Simon 
Hall explained how the 
march has drawn in support 
from many other campaigns 
and trade unions. 


Spilling 
He said, “The march is called 
under the banner of Save our 
NHS—Support the Junior 
Doctors, and will be led by 
them. But it’s spilling out into 
other areas. 

“The march will also have 
a teachers’ bloc organised by 


the NUT union. And it’s sup- 
ported by the Unison and 
Unite unions and the Northern 
TUG, as well as Momentum, 
Unite the Resistance and 
Keep our NHS Public. 

“There will be a rank and 
file meeting afterwards to set 
up a junior doctors’ support 
group.” 

Simon hoped the march 


TRADE UNIONISTS on a national People’s Assembly 


protest in 2014 


will be a “springboard” 
for the national protest on 
16 April. 

“We’ll have leaflets for 
the coaches as well as stalls 
across the north east all this 
week,” he said. 


Coaches 
Coaches are filling up in 
other areas as well. 

A group of around 
20 people from the Isle of 
Wight plan to travel to the 
mainland to join the coach 
from Portsmouth. 

And Bristol activists have 
already filled one coach— 
and are aiming for more. 

Jasmine Fischer from 
Manchester said activists 
there are planning a “People’s 
Question Time” style public 


Tories retreat on benefit schemes 


PRIVATE FIRMS paid 
billions to hound disabled 
and unemployed people 
could lose their contracts. 

The Sunday Times 
newspaper reported that 
new work and pensions 
secretary Stephen Crabb 
is looking to “get out of” 
problematic contracts. 

In particular, he wants 
to dump Maximus, which 
tests sick and disabled 
claimants of Employment 
Support Allowance to see 
if they are “fit for work”. 

This retreat could bring 
the end of the hated tests 
closer. 

Meanwhile, the amount 


Protesting in Portsmouth 
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spent on Work Programme 
providers is to be slashed 
from £2 billion last year to 
just £130 million. 

Currently people who 
are unemployed for 
more than a year can be 
forced to attend full time 
placements with firms. 

It’s good that cracks are 
showing in these hated 
schemes. But the Tories are 
still waging war on poor 
and disabled people. 

Around 40 protesters 
from Pembrokeshire 
People’s Assembly held 
a demonstration outside 
Crabb’s constituency office 
last Saturday. 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


meeting on Tuesday of 
next week. She said, “The 
meeting will have medical 
students and teachers speak- 
ing at it, and there’ll be a 
really big leafleting session 
in town this weekend. 

“{ think we'll easily fill two 
coaches and we’re aiming 
for more. A lot of people we 
meet want to sign up. 

“It’s so easy to talk to 
people about it.” 

She added, “The Tories 
are divided, the junior doc- 
tors are ramping up action, 
and then there’s the teachers. 

“It’s a really good time to 
have a national demo.” 


At least 30 coaches are booked 
from across Britain. Go to 
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk for 
more info 


FIGURE IT OUT 


percent of 
appeals against 
Employment 
Support 
Allowance 
rulings won 
between July 
and September 
2015 


58 


percent of 
Personal 
Independence 
Payments 
appeals won 


60 
40 


percent of 
Job Seekers 
Allowance 
appeals were 
successful 


EU border guards enforce new 
Turkey deal but refugees resist 


Deportations from Greece began this week as the Aegean Sea lockdown deepens—you are 
either for the safe passage of refugees or with EU rulers’ cruel punishment, argues Dave Sewell 


GREECE BEGAN deporting refu- 
gees to Turkey on Monday under 
a new European Union (EU) deal 
backed by Tory David Cameron. 

The first two boats took 
136 people, mainly Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi refugees, from the 
island of Lesvos to Izmir in Turkey 
on Monday morning. Lesvos resi- 
dents protested in the port. 

Other removals took place 
from the island of Chios. Some 
750 deportations were planned by 
the end of the week. 

More than 50,000 refugees are 
now stuck in Greece after states to 
its north shut their border. 

The border repelling refugees 
is being pushed eastwards—from 
Hungary, to Serbia, to Macedonia 
to Greece and now to Turkey. 

Greek MPs voted last Friday to 
change asylum laws. Applications 
can now be rejected within days in 
order to ease mass deportations. The 
new law was a shameful reversal for 
the left wing Syriza party. 

Previously European courts 
have ruled against sending refu- 
gees to Turkey due to a real risk of 
their human rights being breached 
through “cruel, inhuman or degrad- 
ing treatment”. 

Amnesty International reported 
last week that Turkey was illegally 
pushing thousands of people back 
into war-torn Syria. 


Warships 

The deportations intensify the 
attempt to stop refugees crossing 
into Europe by locking down the 
Aegean Sea, following the deploy- 
ment of Nato warships in January. 

Cameron and other EU leaders 
try to justify this by saying it will 
save lives by stopping refugees risk- 
ing the crossing where many drown. 

But researchers from the univer- 
sities of Coventry and Birmingham 
found last week that the opposite 
appears to be true. The rate of 
drownings gets worse as the jour- 
ney is made more difficult. 

They found that the death rate 
on the crossing from Libya to Italy 
leapt up after the rescue mission 
Mare Nostrum was replaced by a 
border control operation. 

Since the Nato patrols of Lesvos 
began, more people have begun 
to cross at night—when there is 
less chance of detection but more 
chance of disaster. 

And there is evidence that more 
people may be attempting more 
dangerous routes. 

Politicians’ refusal to let refugees 
enter Europe safely means “that 
increasing numbers will die trying,” 
the researchers argue. 

The deadly clampdown has met 
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PROTESTING IN Athens last Wednesday against Fortress Europe’s deportations from Greece 


stand Up to Racism Diary 


with resistance—especially from 
refugees. 

Hundreds of men, women and 
children broke out of the Vial 
detention centre on Chios last 
Wednesday. They protested at 
the island’s main port, demand- 
ing the right to take the ferry on to 
mainland Greece. 

And thousands of refugees and 
anti-racists marched in the capital 
Athens that night chanting “open 
the borders” and “freedom”. 

Politicians have spent years 
demonising immigrants and asylum 
seekers and making harsh border 
controls seem like common sense. 

But there are only two options— 
stand with refugees for safe passage 
and open borders, or with Cameron 
and EU leaders for prison camps 
and mass drownings. 


Trade Unionists 
for Calais 
Summit 

SUN 24 APR 

A dayschool 

to discuss 

and organise 
how trade 
unionists can 
build solidarity 
with refugees 
in Calais and 
Dunkirk. 
bit.ly/1IRUfHDC 


STANDUPTORACISM.ORG.UK 


Calais Convoy 
SAT 11 JUN 
Stand Up to 
Racism (SUTR) 
iS organising 

a major aid 
convoy to 
Calais in 
conjunction with 
trade unions, 
the People’s 
Assembly 
against 
Austerity and 
others 


Conference 
OCTOBER 
Organised by 
SUTR to discuss 
refugees, 
Islamophobia, 
defending 

civil liberties, 
Prevent and 
the Extremism 
Bill, Black Lives 
Matter and key 
issues facing 
anti racists 
today 


SOLIDARITY 


Growing support 
for aid to Calais 


TRADE UNIONISTS are stepping 
up their solidarity with refugees 
stuck at Britain’s border. 

An Afghan refugee was run 
over and killed by a heavy 
goods lorry in Calais last week. 
A young Syrian refugee barely 
escaped with his life after being 
run over by a lorry. And three 
lranian refugees were rescued 
with mild hypothermia in an 
inflatable boat in the Channel. 

Teacher Sara Tomlinson 
was one of a group of trade 
unionists who went to Calais 
last weekend bringing £1,000 
in donations. Authorities 
demolished half of the “jungle” 
shantytown last month. 

Sara said, “Land that was 
once full of tents, caravans, 
shops, cafes, a legal advice 
centre and places to distribute 
aid is now a wasteland.” 

The French state’s actions 
have provoked outrage—but it is 
Britain’s government that traps 
refugees in the camp by refusing 
to let them enter Britain. 


Initiative 

Major social work organisations 
now back a solidarity initiative 
called by the Social Work Action 
Network (Swan) on 4-6 June. 

These include the Association 
of Professors of Social Work, 
the organisation JUC/SWEC 
that runs every social work 
course in Britain, Labour Social 
Work Group, the European 
Association of Schools of Social 
Work and the International 
Federation of Social Work. The 
Unison union is also backing it. 
Swan is to lead a convoy to 
Calais and Dunkirk straight 
after its conference on 4 June. 
Groups in other countries will 
hold actions at borders and 
refugee camps. 

Michael Lavalette from Swan 
told Socialist Worker, “We're 
going to show solidarity and 
bring supplies—and to use 
social workers’ expertise to 
produce a report to show the 
government.” 

He said the support was a 
“green light” to social workers 
and social work students to 
organise delegations from their 
workplace or course. 


For more on Swan’s day of action 
socialworkfuture.org 
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Striking Chicago teachers say 
funding crisis takes the biscuit 


A teachers’ strike in the US has 
gained widespread support, reports 
Kristine Mayle from Chicago 
Teachers Union Local 1 branch 


CHICAGO TEACHERS struck last 
Friday to demand that the Illinois 
state government gives us more 
funding for our schools—and it 
was a fantastic day. 

There was so much going on all 
over the city, starting at 6.30am 
with picket lines. Probably about 
35 different events took place. 

Some schools marched on bank 
branches, and there were some 
larger rallies at colleges. 

The pickets I saw looked great. 
They were spirited, well-attended 
and there were a lot of allies. 

I think we may have had more 
allies than we did during our previ- 
ous strikes. The rallies were as big, 
if not bigger. I was at one school 
that had teamsters and SEIU service 
employees’ union members at it. 

Some college workers were out 
too and there was a teach-out at 
Chicago State University. Some fast 
food workers walked out too. 

I was at a brilliant event with 
daycare workers. About 40 three 
and four year olds were on the 
picket line demanding funding for 
daycare. 

They were singing the children’s 
song, Who stole the cookie from the 
cookie jar? And they were saying 
that it was the Republican governor 
Bruce Rauner stole the cookie from 
the cookie jar. 

We were afraid the media cov- 
erage would be like it always is— 
about greedy teachers wanting 
money. But it captured what our 
strike was about—funding and 
equity for our schools. 

We want to close loopholes on 
corporate taxes. We want the guys 
making millions or billions of dol- 
lars to pay their fair share of taxes. 


GREECE 


More online 


@ For our coverage 
of this week’s US 
election results go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 
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Some of our schools lost a quar- 
ter of a million dollars midway 
through the school year. We were 
already working with the bare 
bones of a budget and the cuts are 
just getting deeper. 

They’ve already furloughed us 
for three days—basically a layoff 
where schools shut down. Nobody 
gets paid, nobody attends. Schools 
have used their budgets for copy 
paper and ink. There are no mate- 
rials and no money. 

The parents are with us because 
they realise their students’ class 
sizes keep going up. 

Individual schools used to do 
fundraising to pay for a band or 
field trip. Now it’s to buy teaching 
positions. 

That’s why it wasn’t just teach- 
ers who came out last week. It was 
a broad showing of people from 
across society who are unhappy at 
how the state is funding services. 


For more on the strikes go to 
bit.ly/1S3G9ro 


Leak reveals IMF plotting 


TOP International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) officials 
considered engineering a 
new debt crisis to blackmail 
Greece’s government, a leaked 
transcript has revealed. 

The Syriza government 
is carrying out cuts and 
privatisations demanded by 
the European Union (EU) and 
the IME But the IMF demands 
“reforms”. The conversation 
from March published by 
Wikileaks shows two senior IMF 


figures discussing how to force 
the pace of negotiations 

They show IMF heads 
discussing the need for an 
“event”, such as a default on 
Greece’s debt, to force the 
government’s hand. 

But Greek workers are 
resisting. Public sector workers 
were set to strike across Greece 
on Thursday against planned 
pension cuts. It will be followed 
by a march called by all unions 
on Saturday. 
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TEACHERS MARCH during last week's strike in Chicago 


South African president faces calls 
to resign after corruption scandals 


oe CHARLIE KIMBER 


SOUTH AFRICAN president Jacob 
Zuma is under intense pressure 

to resign after three revelations 
pointing towards his corruption. 

South Africa’s top court 
last week found he had acted 
dishonestly over state spending on 
his private residence. 

Zuma’s luxurious ranch-like 
Nkandla residence benefited from 
over £11 million of public money. 
He failed to obey instructions 
to pay back some of it, and the 
court has now deemed this to be a 
breach of the constitution. 

This follows revelations about 
the super-rich Gupta family’s links 
with Zuma and their influence 
over state policy. 

And documents released from 
Panama-based law firm Mossack 
Fonseca on Monday of this 


week brought evidence of more 
corruption. They showed that 
Zuma’s nephew, Clive Khulubuse 
Zuma, has made tens of millions 
from an oil deal in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

The deal was done shortly after 
president Zuma had visited the 
country to discuss oil deals. 

Zuma was forced to make a 
humiliating apology to parliament 
over Nkandla. 


Damaging 
But Zuma did not apologise 
for spending the money on his 
residence or for damaging the 
ruling ANC party, which he leads. 
Zuma only said, “The matter 
has caused a lot of frustration and 
confusion, for which I apologise, 
on my behalf and on behalf of 
government.” 
Criticism of Zuma goes 
much deeper than the ANC’s 


opponents. The Gupta issue led to 
several former commanders and 
commissars of the ANC’s armed 
wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, calling 
for a special ANC conference. 

Anti-apartheid activist Anmed 
Kathrada, who was jailed 
alongside Nelson Mandela, 
released a letter last week to Zuma 
asking him to step down. 

With local council elections 
coming this year, the ANC is in 
deep trouble. 

The Marikana miners’ massacre 
of 2012, the miners’ strikes, a 
recent students’ revolt and the 
daily struggle in the townships 
have all undermined its authority. 

The ANC continues to seek to 
implement neoliberal policies that 
have failed the vast majority. 

The task is to replace it with a 
force that wants to do away with 
the bosses, not fatten them. 


Longer online. Go to bit.ly725H4fSY 


LETTERS 


IDS gone— 
fight on 


WE ARE all glad that Iain 
Duncan Smith has resigned. 

But his replacement with 
the bigot Stephen Crabb 
will make little difference. 

What will matter is 
continued pressure from 
groups such as Disabled 
People against Cuts and 
Axe The Bedroom Tax. 

The bedroom tax 
continues to induce 
poverty, despair and 
hunger. 

It was the work of 
campaigners which made 
sure many tenants received 
discretionary housing 
payments. 

We still have the £30 cut 
to the miserly Employment 
and Support Allowance. 

Those entitled to a 
Personal Independence 
Payment are still under 
pressure to comply with a 
complicated tick-box 
shambles. 

We still have the indignity 
of work capability 
assessments and sanctions 
on job seekers. 

Billions of pounds have 
been wasted on outsourcing 
to private companies like 
Atos and Maximus, and the 
failed Universal Credit. 

We still await the 1995 
Disability Discrimination 
Act to be actually enforced. 

To add to all this hurt we 
have the Housing and 
Planning Bill. 

The bill can only result in 
even more homelessness 
and the trap of expensive, 
insecure and unsafe private 
renting. 

We need mass 
campaigning in every town 
and city. 

The Tories are weak and 
divided. The time to defy 
their rule is now. 

Liz Kitching 
Unite Community union Leeds and 
Hands Off Our Homes 


Left must unite to turn 
EU words into action 


THE TORIES are in civil 
war and the media is 
intent on scapegoating 
Muslims. 

We need to turn our 
criticism of the European 
Union (EU) into effective 
action. 

The EU referendum is a 
key issue. 

The debate 
encompasses democratic 
control, war, migrants 
and racism. 

The very survival of the 
Tory party is at stake. We 
need to up the ante! 

In Dorset the 


a sw, 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 


POT THE DIFFERENCE 


steel jobs should be part of 


the climate change solution 


@THE THREAT to 40,000 jobs in 
the steel industry and associated 
work in Britain is an absolute 
disgrace. 

Not only will huge numbers of 
workers and their families suffer, 
but their technical expertise will 
be lost. While making steel is a 
significant contributor to carbon 
emissions, it is also a crucial part 
of the solution. 

We need steel for the 
manufacture of low carbon public 
transport, such as new buses and 
trains. We will need steel to build a 


more efficient national energy grid. 


And as the World Steel 
Association has pointed out, 
“Every part of a wind turbine 
depends on iron and steel”. 


The fight to save the steel 
industry in Britain is one for every 
trade unionist and every 
environmentalist. 

We must get behind demands 
for nationalisation and support 
any fight by the steel workers for 
their jobs. 

Martin Empson 
Campaign Against Climate Change Trade 
Union Group (pc) 


@COULDN'T A steel plant be 
occupied, like Carnegie library in 
south London? 

The community and other trade 
unionists could support them by 
bringing food. 

Julia Richardson 
on Facebook 


@GOOD TO see Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn standing up for 
steel workers who face massive job 
losses. 

Steel is another industry that 
was privatised by Margaret 
Thatcher’s government in the 
1980s. Now we see the 
consequences. 

The current Tory government 
has announced plans to sell off the 
Land Registry. This is a profitable 
public service that records the sale 
of houses and land. 

This is another short sighted 
move to make a quick buck. It 
could mean a worse service and a 
hike in prices for all of us. 

John Appleyard 
West Yorkshire 


Activist murdered in South Africa 


Communist party has 
agreed to explore the 
possibility of a joint Left 
Exit public meeting with 
Poole Socialist Workers 
Party. 

The left group 
Counterfire also supports 
an internationalist left 
exit. 

Isn’t it time these 
groups and others allied 
themselves in a campaign 
for an internationalist left 
exit, and changed the 
terms of debate? 

Tim Nicholls 
Weymouth 


SOUTH AFRICAN activists 
were shocked and 
outraged at the recent 
murder of the chairperson 
of the Amadiba Crisis 
Committee (ACC), 
Sikhosiphi Bazooka 
Rhadebe. 

As chair of the ACC, 
Bazooka was helping to 
lead the struggle of 
Amadiba residents in 
opposing open-cast 
titanium mining by the 
Australian mining giant 
MRC. 

Hitmen came in a white 
car with a rotating blue 
lamp on the roof. 

Two men knocked at 


Bazooka Rhadebe 


the door saying they were 


the police. 


Bazooka was shot with 
eight bullets in the head. 

His assassination is a 
reminder of the pattern of 
criminal attacks on civil 


society formations, 
especially those in 
townships, informal 
settlements and rural 
areas. 

It is worst felt when the 
victims are poor and 
black, and when major 
industries stand to make 
billions in profit. 

Please support the call 
for the arrest and 
prosecution of the killers 
of comrade Bazooka and 
contribute to the 
solidarity fund. 

Full details can be found at 
bit.ly/1q2OR30 
Siphiwe Mbuthuma 
Eastern Cape, South Africa 


ILLUSTRATION: Tim SANDERS 


Socialist Worker 


Justa 
thought... } 


Get the Tories 
in (prison) 


| DON’T think we should 
be trying to get the 
Tories out of power. 

We should be trying to 
get the most murderous 
of them in prison. 

| would rather society 
was protected from them 
without actually inflicting 
pain on them. 


Jackie 
Birmingham 


Think of the 
children 


TEACHERS VOTING for 
strike ballots are thinking 
of our schools and our 
children. 

It’s a shame Tory 
Nicky Morgan doesn’t 
see fit to do the same! 

@samm_hale 
on Twitter 


Does Labour 
back strikes? 


IS THE Scottish Labour 
party backing workers 
taking industrial action 
in Scotland? 


@weescosha 
on Twitter 


No justice for 
Jean Charles 


IT’S HORRENDOUS that 
the European Court of 
Human Rights has said it 
was right not to charge 
the police who killed 
Jean Charles de Menzes. 
It’s a licence for 

police to kill people who 
are wholly innocent. 
Shocking. 

Gordon MacLeod 
Lancashire 


Could Bernie 
Sanders win? 


BERNIE SANDERS 
only needs to win an 
average of 56 percent of 
the vote to become the 
Democratic candidate 
in the US presidential 
elections. It’s still a long 
shot, but not by much. 

If he wins the popular 
vote but loses because 
of “superdelegates”, it 
would almost certainly 
split the party. 

Shawn Whitney 

on Facebook 


Poll tax riot 
remembered 


IT WAS the 
26th anniversary of the 
Poll Tax riot last week. 
| remember it 
well—police, waving 
batons, chasing us on 
horseback—very scary! 
Judith Rafferty 
on Facebook 
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FEATURE 


A rising movement of workers and students has 
unleashed a wave of anger against Labour-type president 
Francois Hollande—and is an opportunity to push back 
against the fascist Front National. Dave Sewell joined the 
thousands on the marches and college barricades in Paris 
during a mass strike last week 


EPRESSION, racism and 
the rise of the fascist 
Front National has domi- 
nated French politics for 
the last four years. But 
last Thursday over a mil- 
lion people filled France’s streets as 
workers and students struck against 
Labour-type president Francois 
Hollande’s proposed Work Law. 

For Olivier, standing at the barri- 
cade outside his college in Paris, it 
showed “how we can give the left a 
fresh start”. 

“This is how we can give hope to 
the young people and the workers 
who are voting Front National,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

This rising movement has 
unleashed anger and resentment 
that has been simmering throughout 
Hollande’s presidency. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
marched in Paris alone, filling univer- 
sity student Marine with optimism. 
“There are too many of us for them 
to ignore, and they've already had to 
do a lot of backpedaling,” she said. 

“The message is clear—we want to 
get rid of the Work Law and we want 
a new government too. 

“Instead of a government that just 
calls itself socialist we want a real 
socialist government, one that looks 
after people not businesses.” 

The huge crowds sang French 
Resistance and revolutionary songs. 
They chanted, “No, no, no to the bosses’ 
law—yes, yes, yes to the revolution!” 

Many cities saw marches tens 
of thousands strong. Organisers 
said more than 100,000 marched 
in Toulouse. University student 
Pierre Ciavarella said the turnout in 
Marseille was “enormous”. 

In the northern port town of Le 
Havre dockers and their unions 
pushed for roadblocks as well as 
strikes to shut the town. “It was a 
thundering success,” CGT union 
federation activist Gael Pasquier told 
Socialist Worker. 

The Work Law would let bosses off 
the leash at a time of rising unem- 
ployment and a stagnating economy. 

On the Paris demonstration, res- 
taurant worker Georges Bondo told 
Socialist Worker, “We don’t want 
bosses to be able to sack us at the 
drop of a hat—being sacked means 
not having a future.” 

Student Aicha said, “When they 
come for the youth, the youth come 
out. They want us to work longer for 
less pay. My whole college is here, it’s 
closed, and we’re on strike.” 

Organisations backing the march 
want working hours cut back to 
32 hours a week—and some march- 
ers carried homemade signs demand- 
ing twenty hours. 

For them, demanding a redistribu- 
tion of working hours goes hand in 
hand with demanding a redistribu- 
tion of wealth. 

The Work Law would hollow out 
France’s “Work Code” of workers’ 


a a) } 
k | ie, me. 


Brutal policing has not deterred the movement—simply enraged it. 


The Labour-type government of 
Francois Hollande has pushed 
neoliberalism further than any 
right wing government. Its new 
employment law takes up the 
bosses’ demands and gives them 
more power than ever. The law 
works on three bases. 


It would make it easier to sack 
workers. 


It would increase working hours 
by cutting overtime rates. 


It would allow workplace 
agreements to undercut the laws 
and national union agreements 
that uphold workers’ rights. 


President Francois Hollande 
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rights—as hard won and proudly 
defended an achievement as the NHS 
is in Britain. 

David Ammar, deputy mayor of 
Morsang near Paris, was protesting 
as part of a Left Party delegation. He 
said, “The Work Code is a powerful 
symbol in France. Now the govern- 
ment is going for it, all the anger 
is crystalising around that. People 
are really sick of Hollande and his 
policies.” 

Outside a student general assem- 
bly at the Paris Sorbonne University’s 
Tolbiac campus, Sebastien agreed. 
He said, “I’m against the Work Law 
because it rolls back the gains other 
generations fought for. We can’t let it 
pass, or there will be more that takes 
us even further into neoliberalism.” 

He added, “But it’s allowed us to 
rally people together. 

“There have been defensive strug- 
gles against a series of other attacks, 
but nothing to lead a real fightback 
around. 

“Now we've started something and 
we hope it can go further. I’ve thrown 
myself into it, started going to the 
demonstrations and assemblies. 

“We might not bring down capital- 
ism—but then again even that has to 
start somewhere.” 

Tolbiac is a stronghold of the move- 
ment, along with the universities in 
the northern suburb of St Denis and 
the western town of Rennes. But stu- 
dents know they have to broaden the 
movement—and in particular draw 
in workers. 

Inside the assembly a young 
woman argued that the struggle had 
to be more than a youth movement— 
“Workers and youth are in the same 
boat”. Tolbiac students have twinned 
with the union branch of rail workers 
at the nearby Austerlitz station. 

So the unions’ participation in last 
week’s demonstration was a huge 
boost to a movement that has so 
far been carried by students. 

Bruno Wable, secretary of the 

CGT union branch at Bridgepoint 
tyre plant in Bethune, told Socialist 


SPRINGTIME 


OF STRUGGLE IN FRANCE 


Worker, “We were already fighting to 
defend the Goodyear 8, now it’s the 
Work Law too. If it passes it will mean 
the death of workers.” 

The Goodyear 8 were jailed for 
“boss-napping” after they occupied 
their factory to stop its closure, and 
didn’t let bosses leave for 30 hours. 

While strikes caused significant 
disruption—for instance to public 
transport in Paris—participation was 
low in many workplaces. 

But there is pressure on union 
leaders to up their game. 

The union leaders’ conservatism 
brought the last comparable strug- 
gle in France, against pension cuts in 
2010, to a premature end. 

It turned what should have been 


Students know 
they have to 
broaden the 
movement—and in 
particular draw 
workers into the 
struggle too 


a victory into a draw—and carries a 
warning for the movement today. 

Now the CFDT union federa- 
tion’s grassroots are up in arms over 
its refusal to come out against the 
Work Law. “I’m marching with my 
CFDT flag, at least then I can hold 
my head up high,” rep Thomas told 
the 20 Minutes newspaper. 

“It’s kicking off at work—activ- 
ists and workers are really angry and 
don’t understand the leadership’s 
position.” 

CFDT activist Sonia slammed the 
union’s strategy of seeking compro- 
mise, saying, “Sometimes you just 
have to know how to say no.” 

Demands for a general strike were 
among the most popular slogans. 


The state’s attempts to repress the 
movement have so far turned out 
even more badly than its attempts 
to trap union leaders in negotiation. 
Police attacks on students have out- 
raged many who weren’t previously 
marching. 

Sebastien was inside Tolbiac 
during a now notorious police raid. 
“It made me want to mobilise more, 
and it’s from then on that the move- 
ment has really taken off,” he said. 

The government and the Tory 
opposition have called on people to 
support them to keep out the fascist 
FN. But the movement against their 
neoliberalism brings more hope than 
they ever did. 

There is still an urgent need for a 


fight against the FN and the main- 
stream Islamophobia and racism it 
feeds on. But the struggle that has 
erupted against the Work Law puts 
such a fight on much more favour- 
able ground. 

The minister for women’s rights, 
children and families, Laurence 
Roussignol, dragged the debate about 
Muslim headscarves even deeper into 
the sewer last week. She compared 
women who wear them to “Negroes 
who were in favour of slavery in the 
US”. 

But for Aicha, who marched in a 
headscarf alongside black and white 
and Muslim and non-Muslim class- 
mates, “It’s ridiculous to say that. 

“T choose what I wear—it’s my 
right and my liberty.” 


HE ELITE Louis Le Grand 

college stayed open even 

throughout the mass 

movement against for- 

mer president Jacques 

Chirac’s youth employ- 
ment law in 2006. But last week 
students from other colleges rallied 
to help activists there picket it. 

“This place cultivates an image of 
the place where the elite of the nation 
is trained,” said Leo. “It’s supposedly 
more important than the other col- 
leges and has to stay open when they 
close. We think that’s all the more 
reason to shut it.” 

Gesturing at the pile of wheelie bins 
barricading the college gates, Arthur 
said, “This can seem like a ‘violent’ or 
disruptive sort of action. But what- 
ever they say, we’re not idiots doing 
this for no reason. There’s something 
important behind it.” 

He explained, “The Work Law 
takes us further into an economy of 
precarious work. That precarity fuels 
the far right’s gains. Unemployment 
gives the FN votes. Bosses are given 
such power over workers they can 
order them to work longer—people 
feel disrespected and that sends them 
towards the FN. 

“This struggle is the only way we 
can stop that. Mobilising for it is a 
duty—it’s the only way we can bring 
things back round to the left.” 

A victory against the Work Law 
could make a difference—and 
Hollande is teetering. The night 
before the mobilisations Hollande 
dropped the repressive constitutional 
changes that he announced after 
the Paris attacks last November. 

He tried to blame the Tories 
who opportunistically opposed | 
elements of his clampdown while 
clamouring for more repression. 

But plans for stripping citizens 
with dual nationality—mostly 
North Africans—of their French 
passports bitterly divided his ‘ 
government. 

David said, “We won a first vic- | 
tory against the removal of nation- 
ality. Four months of noise for 
nothing, he’s done a U-turn. It shows 


STUDENTS FROM Saint-Denis 
university take to the streets 
alongside workers (below) 
Picture: PA 

University student Marine, 
Restaurant worker Georges 
Bondon and Bruno Wable, 
CGT union secretary at 
Bridgepoint tyres 

(beneath) 
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that he can be pushed back, that we 
can beat him on the Work Law too.” 

Aicha said, “Politicians can be stub- 
born. But the more of us there are, 
the more chance we have of winning. 
If they apply this law it will be war— 
and we will win it.” 

The movement is still gaining 
strength. Some colleges saw stu- 
dent strikes again on Friday, and fur- 
ther nationwide days of action were 
planned for this week. 

After Thursday’s march in Paris, 
thousands gathered in the iconic 
Place de la Republique square. 

Hundreds stayed for an all-night 
occupation, called under slogans such 
as “Bring the struggles together”. 
Larger numbers turned out on the fol- 
lowing nights as it caught the mood. 

In defiance of the state of emer- 
gency, the occupation outstayed the 
permission granted by authorities. 

College students Rachel and 
Judigaelle thought the end could be 
in sight. “We’re hopeful they’ll have 
to listen to us,” said Judigaelle. “It’s 
a democracy isn’t it,” agreed Rachel. 

But they were prepared to keep 
going for as long as it takes. Bruno 
said, “The Work Law will not pass. 
We can’t let that happen. So we'll 
fight to the end. 

“That means more strikes, more 
confrontation. We’ll bring down 
the government, or even the 
president, if we have to.” 


Members of the Force Ouvriere union on the march last week 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT'S ON 


SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


DERBY 

Pride, politics and 
protest —a Marxist analysis 
of LGBT+ oppression 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Rd (next 

to Britannia Mill), 

DE22 3BL 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Trotsky and the politics 
of the united front 

Thu 14 Apr, 6pm, 

The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB10 1JG 

BARNSLEY 

Fighting for the NHS — 
how to beat privatisation 
Thu 14 Apr, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, 

Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Can Corbynomics work? 
Wed 13 Apr, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

Marxism and anarchism 
Thu 14 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY 
BRADFORD 

Is opposing Israel 
antisemitic? 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane (opposite 
the ice rink), BD5 OBQ 
BRIGHTON 

Trotsky and the politics 
of the united front 

Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 

BRISTOL 

Marxism and women’s 
oppression 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 

14 Narrow Quay,BS1 4QA 
BURNLEY 

Is Bernie Sanders the 
US’s Jeremy Corbyn? 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St. James’s St, BB11 1NR 
CARDIFF 

Bernie Sanders—can there 
bea Red inthe White House? 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX 
CHELMSFORD 

Is opposing Israel 
antisemitic? 

Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,CM1 2QL 
CHESTERFIELD 

Can Palestine be free? 
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St,S40 1QN 
COLCHESTER 
Education—why are 

the Tories academising 
our schools and how 

can we stop them? 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET 
COVENTRY 

Who benefits from the EU? 
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, 

CV13BB 

DONCASTER 

Marxism and women’s 
oppression 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Women?s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


Fighting in Dublin during the rising 


1916—James Connolly 
and lreland’s Easter Rising 


CAMBRIDGE 

Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
CB2 Cafe, 5/7 Norfolk St, 
CB12LD 


DUDLEY 

Wed 13 Apr, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St, DY8 LEP 


EDINBURGH 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Grassmarket Centre, 

86 Candlemaker Row, 
EH12QA 

Public meeting. Speaker: Sean 
Mitchell—author of a rebel’s 
guide to James Connolly 


HARLOW 

Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX 


LANCASTER 

Thu 21 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA11TX 


DUNDEE 

Can we stop climate change? 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 

EXETER 

Why we should support 
junior doctors and teachers 
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm, 

Exeter Community Centre, 
17 St. Davids Hill, 

Exeter Community Centre, 
EX4 3RG 

GLASGOW: NORTH 

Where is Scotland 

going next? 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Fred Paton Centre, 

19 Carrington St (near st 
George’s Cross underground), 
G4 9AJ 

GLASGOW:SOUTH 

Where is Scotland 

going next? 

Thu 14 Apr, 

7.30pm, 

Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, 

G42 7RA 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Is opposing Israel 
antisemitic? 

Wed 13 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade 
(near both train and 

bus stations), 

HD1 5JP 


LONDON: BRIXTON 

Wed 13 Apr, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW21EP 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and 
DLRstation), SE10 8JA 


LONDON: SOUTHWARK 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Camberwell Leisure Centre (Room 2), 
Artichoke Place (off 

Camberwell Church St), 

SE58TS 


MEDWAY 

Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 
272 High St, Chatham, 


ME4 4BP 


HULL 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Relax Coffee House, 
Newland Av,H U5 3BG 
IPSWICH 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 5 May, 7.15pm, 

Labour Club, 

33-35 Silent St, IP11TF 
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 

Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 

LS3 1AD 

LIVERPOOL 

The history and politics 

of disability 

Thu 21 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Caledonia, 

22 Caledonia St,L7 7DX 
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station), W10 5XL 
LONDON: CAMDEN 
France—the rise of the 
student struggle 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Chadwick Building - G07, 
University College London, 
Gower St, 

WC1E 6BT 


LONDON:EALING 

Melting down for profit — 
what do socialists say 
about the future of steel? 
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 

West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, Acton, W3 6ND 
LONDON: HACKNEY 

The left case for an EU exit 
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5OPU 
LONDON: HARINGEY 

Is class relevant in 

the 21st century? 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH 
LONDON:ISLINGTON 

How do we stop the Tories 
destroying the welfare state? 
Thu 21 Apr, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 
LONDON: KINGSTON 

Art and revolution 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East,KT1 2PT 
LONDON: NEWHAM 

What do Marxists say about 
gender and sexuality? 

Wed 13 Apr, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next 

to Morrisons car park), 

E15 1HP 


A Rebel’s Guide to James 
Connolly by Sean Mitchell 


Available at Bookmarks 
the Socialist book shop 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Can unions beat the Tories? 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

la Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Did the Russian Revolution 
liberate women? 

Wed 13 Apr, 7pm, 

Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd, 

M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
United fronts— building 
the fightback 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 

The fight for our NHS 

Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 

747 Stockport Rd, 

M19 3AR 

NEWCASTLE 

Why are the Tories divided? 
Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 

Market St, NE1 6HQ 
NORTHAMPTON 


The internationalist case for 
leaving the European Union 


Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Lab, 95-97 Charles St, 
NN13BG 


NORWICH 

Bernie Sanders—can there 
be ared in the White House? 
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

NOTTINGHAM 

Pride, politics and 
protest—a Marxist analysis 
of LGBT+ oppression 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
International 

Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, 

NG13FN 

OXFORD 
Syria—Imperialism, 
revolution and 
counter-revolution 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Restore, 

Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), 
OX41YH 

PLYMOUTH 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 

PL46LF 

POOLE 

Turkey and the Kurds 

Mon 11 Apr,7.30pm, 

Globe Cafe, 

88 High St, 

BH151DB 

PORTSMOUTH 

Ireland—the radical 

left arrives 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 

Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
ROTHERHAM 

Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state 

Wed 20 Apr, 7pm, 

Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre, 

Moorgate St, 

S60 2EY 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Bernie Sanders—could there 
be ared in the White house? 
Thu 14 Apr, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 

Crucible Theatre), 

$12JB 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Why we should support 
junior doctors and teachers 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY 
STALBANS 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Wed 20 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church Hall (upstairs), 
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near St 
Albans City station), AL1 3RD 
SWANSEA 

Turkey and the Kurds 

Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, SA2 OBP 
TELFORD 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, SA2 OBP 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALLSALL 

Can Donald Trump 

become US President? 
Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Wild Bytes Cafe, 

Darlington St, WV1 4HW 
YORK 

Open the borders—no to 
racism, no to the EU 

Wed 13 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

YO10 4AH 
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A BBC show about the poor 
that's undeserving of praise 


Ian Hislop uses his new programme about people’s attitudes towards benefits 
to placate his ‘One Nation Tory’ conscience, writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


IAN HISLOP’S new BBC programme 
Workers or Shirkers? is a worthy, 
but indecisive, look at people’s atti- 
tudes towards work and welfare. 
Being no fan of David Cameron, 
the Private Eye magazine editor 
may seem a bit out of place among 
Tories. Hislop’s programme is no 
Benefits Street, the Channel 4 show 


that scapegoated benefits claimants. 

But Hislop is stuck in a Victorian 
idea of England, having sited Tory 
prime minister Benjamin Disraeli as 
an influence. Disraeli’s “One Nation 
Conservatism” tried to tap into 
people’s horror at capitalism to do 
over the bosses’ Liberal Party while 
defending the status quo. 

This cauldron of contradiction 
bubbles throughout the show. We’re 
shown around the workhouse in 
Southwell, in Nottinghamshire. It 
was a prototype for the liberal Edwin 
Chadwick’s new prison complex for 


destitute working class people. 

A nauseating Tristram William 
Julian Hunt, Labour MP for 
Stoke-on-Trent, explains workhouses 
were introduced in 1834 because of 
“spiralling welfare costs”. The aim 
was to make life so unbearable for dim ha! 
poor people, they wouldn’t seek help. c Te 


Ss : i 
Jester IAN HISLOP, appalled by the workhouse, attracted by the idea of the “deserving poor” Picture: BBC/WinesPaN 
The sombre music and the absence 
of giggles from the ruling class jester 
Hislop’s face add to the atmosphere. 
Perhaps the officially “rational” 
and “scientific” approach behind the | RUSSIA AND THE ARTS: THE AGE 
workhouses is a bit out of joint with © OF TOLSTOY AND TCHAIKOVSKY 
Hislop’s old-fashioned Toryism. National Portrait Gallery, 
But don’t worry, Chadwick also — London EC2Y 8DS. 
pioneered sewerage pipe building — Until 26 June. 
because so many of London’s factory _ Tickets £5, concessions £4 
workers were dying. Hislop simi- _npg.org.uk 
larly lets Iain Duncan Smith tearfully 
explain his attacks were driven bythe ANYONE WITH an interest in 
“heart”, as well as Chadwick’s “head”. Russian literature and art needs 
At the centre of the show is an _ to see this exhibition. 
argument about the “deserving” and The National Portrait Gallery’s 
“undeserving poor’, aright wingidea = Russia and the Arts gives a rare 
used to justify inequality as down to opportunity to see masterpieces 
individuals’ work ethic. from the State Tretyakov Gallery 
But that argument is never in Moscow. 
resolved. In one scene Hislop stands It focuses on the great writers, 
with two charity buckets for the artists and composers who 
“deserving” and “undeserving”.Some worked in Russia between 1867 
people repeat the right’s arguments, and 1914. 
but others challenge them. They were producing art 
Hislop’s point is that people are during a time of stagnation 
“confused”—but the programme only and turmoil for the Tsarist 
adds to this. He comes down on the __ regime. Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor 
side of the “workers”, who’ve tried | Dostoyevsky, two of the novelists 
to find solutions, not the “shirkers”, featured, brilliantly shone a 
who’ve shrugged off the problems. light on Tsarist Russia’s corrupt 
So, poor people may have to get _ society and the impending crisis 
their bread from the food bank, but at it was heading towards. 
least Hislop has his cake—and eats it. The exhibition also shows how 
Workers Or Shitkers? lan Wislop's a 


BBC Two, Thursday 8pm 


THE RENT TRAP: 
HOW WE FELL INTO 
IT AND HOW WE GET 
OUT OF IT 

by Rosie Walker and 
Samir Jeraj 
therenttrap.co.uk 


WRITERS ROSIE Walker and 
Samir Jeraj offer the first 
critical account of what is 
really going on in the private 
rented sector. 

Deregulation, revenge 
evictions and day-to-day 
instability are the realities 
for the 11 million people 
currently forced to rent from 


HATA WE FELL ST HP AN 
BOW WE GET QUT BF iT 


private landlords in 
Britain. 

At the same time, house 
prices are skyrocketing and 
home ownership is now an 
impossible dream for many. 

Walker and Jeraj call 
this the rent trap—the 
consequence of 
market-made inequality. 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


The EU—a left case for 
exit 
Joseph Choonara 


1916—Ireland’s 


Revolutionary Tradition 
Kieran Allen 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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UGENE Debs, 
was jailed 
twice—once for 
leading a strike, 
once for speak- 
ing out against 
imperialist war. 

He was the most suc- 
cessful socialist to stand 
for US president, winning 
6 percent of the national 
vote in 1912 and nearly a 
million votes in 1920 when 
he was in prison. 

Debs was a revolution- 
ary who used elections to 
develop a political move- 
ment based on the struggles 
of working people. 

After the 1917 Russian 
Revolution he declared, 
“From the top of my head to 
the soles of my shoes, I am 
a Bolshevik.” 

Born in 1855 to migrant 
parents, he left school at 14 
and worked on the railways. 

He was active in the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen union and became 
an official. 

In 1885 he was elected to 
the Indiana state assembly as 
a Democrat. 

Debs’ experience in 1888 
of a bitter strike broken by 
scabbing and repression con- 
vinced him of the need for 
a union that reached out to 
“unskilled” workers. 

In 1893 he founded the 
American Railway Union that 
was soon involved in the great 
Pullman strike against the 
company that operated most 
of the country’s railroads. It 
soon became the biggest strike 
in US history at the time. 


Jailed 

The bosses used hired gunmen 
to intimidate strikers (13 were 
shot dead) and the govern- 
ment won an injunction to halt 
the strike. Debs was convicted 
of defying the injunction and 
jailed for six months. 

While inside he avidly con- 
sumed socialist literature, 
including Karl Marx’s Capital. 
Debs said Capital “set the wires 
humming in my system”. 

He emerged from prison at 
the age of 40 as a revolution- 
ary, and had broken forever 
from the Democrats. 

He helped to bring together 
groups of socialists and in 1900 
ran for president, gaining less 
than 1 percent of the vote. 

He didn’t believe that elec- 
tions would bring social- 
ism, and later denounced the 
“sewer socialists” who compro- 
mised to win local office and 
bring in minor reforms. 

He was also suspicious of 
leaders, saying, “I do not want 
you to follow me or anyone else. 
If you are looking for a Moses 
to lead you out of this capital- 
ist wilderness, you will stay 
right where you are. 

“T would not lead you 
into the promised land if I 
could, because if I led you 
in, someone else would lead 
you out.” 

His vision was that, “When 
I rise it will be with the ranks, 
and not from the ranks.” 


Debs ran while in prison 


Debs spent most of his 
time organising and support- 
ing struggle. He was one of 
the instigators of the militant 
Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW) union. 

But he did think elec- 
tions, and political strug- 
gle more generally, could 
boost the battles in work- 
places and localities. 

Against those who wanted 
to just build unions, Debs 
argued, “Some say politics 


means destruction to labour 


HISTORY & THEORY &*? 


REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST Eugene Debs 


When I rise it 
will be with 
the ranks, and 
not from the 


ranks 
ag 


Bernie Sanders is not the first person to define themselves 
as a socialist and make a big electoral impact in the US. 
Charlie Kimber looks at Eugene Debs and Upton Sinclair 


organisation but the reverse is 
the fact.” 

Debs refused to make con- 
cessions to racism in order to 
win votes. He said, “The man 
who seeks to arouse preju- 
dice among workingmen is not 
their friend. He who advises 
the white wage worker to look 
down upon the black wage- 
worker is the enemy of both.” 
He would not speak to segre- 
gated audiences. 

He ran again in 1904 (gain- 
ing 3 percent of the vote) and 


1908 (3 percent again). Then 
came a great upsurge in strug- 
gle as major strikes swept the 
US from 1909 to 1913. The 
IWW led local general strikes 
in Lawrence and Patterson. 
Debs’ 1912 campaign was 
part of this movement. He 
campaigned across the coun- 
try, drawing in huge crowds 
who would gladly listen to him 
speak for two hours. He won 
6 percent of the vote, the high- 
est figure ever for a socialist. 
His Socialist Party of 
America (SPA) had real roots. 
US labour historian Melvyn 
Dubofsky writes, “By 1914 the 
party had elected two mem- 
bers of Congress, and counted 
a membership of over 100,000. 
“At various times between 
1910 and 1916 the SPA con- 
trolled municipal govern- 
ments in Schenectady, New 
York; Reading, Pennsylvania; 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Dayton 
and Toledo, Ohio; Granite 
City, Illinois; Butte, Montana; 
Berkeley, California, and 
numerous other cities.” 

As in every other part of the 
world, the First World War 
divided socialists. 

Debs was utterly against the 
slaughter and agitated against 
it. In 1918 he made a speech 
against the call-up for the 
military and was arrested on 
ten counts of sedition. He was 
sentenced to ten years in jail. 


FTER convic- 
tion he spoke 
from the dock. 
“I am oppos- 
ing a social 
order in which 
it is possible for one man 
who does absolutely noth- 
ing that is useful to amass 
a fortune of hundreds of 
millions of dollars, while 
millions of men and women 
_who work all the days of 
their lives secure barely 
enough for a wretched 
existence,” he said. 

“Years ago I recognised 
my kinship with all living 
beings, and I made up my 
mind that I was not one bit 
better than the meanest on 
earth. 

“T said then, and I say 
now, that while there is a 

lower class, I am in it, and while 
there is a criminal element, I 
am of it, and while there is a 
soul in prison, I am not free.” 
From prison he secured 
nearly a million votes in the 
1920 election, an extraordi- 
nary tribute to his popularity. 
But prison broke his health and 
he died in 1926. 

The challenge again is 
to build a movement and a 
party that are separate from 
what Debs denounced as “the 
Republican-Democratic party” 
which represents “the capital- 
ist class in the class struggle. 

As Debs said, “They are the 
political wings of the capital- 
ist system and such differences 
as arise between them relate to 
spoils and not to principles.” 
Watch Bernie Sanders’ 1979 


documentary on Eugene Debs 
bit.ly/1SronP6 
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1910 during the “uprising of the 20,000” 


How Upton Sinclair connected 
with a radicalising US in 1934 


PTON SINCLAIR was 

already a famous 

socialist writer 

when he ran to be 
California governor in 1934. 

His novel The Jungle 
exposed the appalling and 
dangerous conditions in the 
Chicago meat industry. 

Later ones tore into Wall 
Street financiers, the oil 
industry and the idle rich. 

He supported Debs’ 
Socialist Party for a while 
and was hurled further 
into activity by the mass 
unemployment of the 
1930s depression. 

“To me the remedy was 
obvious,” he wrote. “The 
factories were idle and the 
workers had no money. 

“Let them be put to work 
on the state’s credit and 
produce goods for their own 
use, and set up a system 
of exchange by which the 
goods could be distributed.” 

Sinclair had run for 
governor of California as a 
socialist, and won small votes. 
His friends convinced him to 
run again—as a Democrat. 
He launched the End Poverty 
in California (EPIC) plan. 

It called on the state to 
put unemployed people 
to work in co-operatives 
dedicated to “production 
for use, not for profit”. 

It was not an openly 
socialist campaign but 
it was rooted in wide 


scale mobilisation and 
threatened to encroach on 
the wealth of the elite. 

The year 1934 saw 
three great strikes in 
Minneapolis, San Francisco 
and Toledo which electrified 
the working class. The 
US was radicalising. 

The establishment was 
terrified that someone who 
at least partially reflected 
the gathering anti-capitalist 
fury could be elected. 

But Sinclair’s most 
dangerous opponents were 


the Democratic establishment. 


Fearful of being labelled as 
“reds”, they turned on him. 

Some did a deal with 
his opponent and some 
funded a liberal Progressive 
party to channel votes 
away from Sinclair. 

Despite all this Sinclair 
nearly won, gaining 
37 percent of the vote. 

Reeling from the attacks 
on him, Sinclair learned 
the wrong lessons. 

“The American people 
will take socialism, but 
they won’t take the label. 

“Our enemies have 
succeeded in spreading 
the Big Lie. There is no 
use attacking it by a front 
attack, it is much better 
to out-flank them.” 

In fact his campaign had 
shown the support for radical 
ideas, but that the Democratic 
party was a dead-end. 


ial) THE Pa Oe ee 
Bats! 


A strike poster in 
Minneapolis, 1934 
(top) and some red 
scare propaganda 
against Upton 
Sinclair (below) 


READ MORE 


@Statement to the Court, | Available at Bookmarks, 

1918 by Eugene Debs the socialist bookshop. 

bit.ly/1FCyQFu Phone 020 7637 1848 

@Teamster Rebellion or go to 

by Farrell Dobbs, £14 Peaks eenoc tenor: 
co.u 


@Fighting Back by 
John Newsinger, £12 


@Occupy! A short history 
of workers’ occupations 
by Dave Sherry, £5 


Nationalise to Save jobs, 
not bosses profits 


Labour’s leaders 
are right to argue 
for nationalisation, 
but it shouldn’t be 
a temporary phase, 
argues Nick Clark 


LABOUR SHADOW chancellor 
John McDonnell had Tory 
business secretary Sajid 

Javid on the ropes over 

his handling of the Tata 

Steel crisis last Sunday. 

McDonnell’s suggestion 
that Tata’s plants could be 
nationalised put him much 
more firmly on the side of 
steel workers than Javid, 
who has floundered. 

The Tories desperately 
want to avoid nationalisation. 

In the 1950s and 
60s, during a boom, 

Tory governments could 
live with nationalised 
industries that provided an 
infrastructure for the rest 
of private manufacturing. 

By the 1970s the 
Conservatives wanted a 
frontal attack on workers, 
and the chill logic of the 
market everywhere. 

Under Margaret 
Thatcher the Tories sold 
off huge chunks of industry 
that had previously 
been publicly owned, 
including British Steel. 


Interests 

They said economic problems 
were caused by state 
interference—and that big 
businesses should be left 
alone to make money. 

So nationalising Tata 
Steel would be more than 
just an embarrassment. It 
would be to admit that the 
chaos of the free market 
cannot be made to work in 
the interests of workers. 

Under Tony Blair, the 
Labour Party continued the 
Tories’ privatisation project. 
So it is welcome to hear a 
Labour shadow chancellor 
raise nationalisation as 
a way of saving jobs. 

But McDonnell’s vision of 
nationalisation is limited. 

Last September McDonnell 
promised that if the Tories 
sold off any more assets, 

a Corbyn-led government 
would “reserve the right to 
bring them back into public 


PORT TALBOT protest in 1980 


WHAT'S AT STAKE? 


Tens of thousands of people 
would be hit by steel closures 


@Jobs: 15,000 jobs directly 
affected and 25,000 in 
other industries 


@Pensions: There are 
130,000 people in the 
British Steel pension 
fund—85,000 retired 
workers and 45,000 
active members 

14 sites: including 
Port Talbot, Scunthorpe, 
Shotton, Rotherham, 
Teesside, Llanwern, 
Trostre and Walsall 


ownership with either no 
compensation or with any 
undervaluation deducted 
from any compensation 
for renationalisation”. 

Now McDonnell is 
arguing for nationalisation 
not as a way to challenge 
the bosses, but to make 
industry profitable for them. 

When asked on the BBC’s 
Andrew Marr show on 
Sunday if nationalisation 
meant a return to “old 
Labour”, he insisted his 
plan was “nationalise in 


Socialists must 
back calls for 
nationalisation. 
But we should 


also go further 
ie ae ee | 


the short-term to stabilise 
the situation to then bring 
a buyer forward”. 
This reflects the fact 
that Labour’s practice has 
never been to get rid of 
capitalism, but to try and 
manage it in the interests of 
both bosses and workers. 
McDonnell’s argument that 
“the best way forward is to 
secure a buyer as quickly as 
we possibly can” is not too 
different from Javid’s own 
promise to “offer support to 
eventually clinch that buyer”. 
The plan is to use the state 
to save the system that has 
put so many jobs at risk. 
Socialists should back 
any calls for nationalisation. 
But we should go further. 
Nationalisation isn’t always 
about bailing out the bosses 
when they get into trouble. 


Social 

It counters the idea that 
the market should be left to 
its own devices. And it can 
point in the direction of a 
society run in the interests 
of ordinary people, not for 
the profits of a rich elite. 

We don’t want a 
nationalisation that 
just has the state acting 
like the old bosses. 

It should be democratic 
social ownership with the 
workforce directly involved. 

Labour should promise 
to nationalise all of Tata 
Steel, along with railways, 
utility companies, Royal 
Mail and all public 
services—and keep them. 

The idea of steel 
nationalisation should be 
to save workers’ jobs and 
conditions, not bosses’ profits. 
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Protest outnumbers Nazis in Dover 


yy NICK CLARK 


SOME 300 anti-fascists outnum- 
bered and defied a small group 
of Nazis in Dover last Saturday, 
despite heavy handed policing. 

Around 60 members of the Nazi 
South East Alliance went to Dover 
for a march against refugees. 

They were far outstripped by 
anti-fascists on a counter-protest 
organised by Kent Anti Racism Net- 
work (Karn). 

The counter-protest was sup- 
ported by Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) and other anti-fascist groups. 

Ben, from Dover, helped to 
organise the Karn protest. 

He told Socialist Worker, “Groups 
like the South East Alliance have 
links to the fascists who are mur- 
dering people in places like Greece. 

“We’ve got a proud tradition 
in Dover of standing up to these 
people.” 


Decorate 
Anti-fascists gathered in the town 
centre to decorate a convoy deliv- 
ering aid to refugees in Calais. 
Helen Tucker was driving one of 
the convoy cars. 
She told Socialist Worker she 
was moved to help after “seeing the 
inhuman way they treat refugees”. 


[_] Yes, I'd like to be a member 
[_] Please send me some information 


Email membership@swp.org.uk 


JOIN THE 
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Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 71327, 
London, SE11 9BW. Phone 020 7840 5602 


ANTI-FASCISTS BLOCK the road in Dover 


She added, “We want to show 
solidarity with the refugees, as well 
as to show the Nazis they're not wel- 
come.” 

Anti-fascists marched with the 
convoy along the road to the port, 
chanting, “Refugees are here to 
stay, let’s deport Theresa May.” 

But police attacked protesters 
once the convoy left, pushing them 
off the road and sending in snatch 
squads to arrest individuals. 


ARTY 


Earlier in the day police held at 
least three coaches in a car park 
outside Dover to search people, con- 
fiscating scarves and placard sticks. 

In Dover the Nazis could only 
march after police had forced coun- 
ter protesters off the road. 

The small group of Nazis 
marched in near silence while 
protesters chanted “refugees are 
welcome here”. Anti-fascists stayed 
until the Nazis had gone. 
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Weyman Bennett from UAF told 
Socialist Worker, “It was a tiny turn- 
out by the Nazis today. 

“Tt shows they still haven’t recov- 
ered from the defeats that UAF and 
the anti-fascist movement gave to 
the EDL and the BNP.” 

He added, “The Nazis are in 
Dover because they think that they 
can build on the racism pushed by 
the Tories. It’s important that we 
keep the Nazis small. 


“But it’s also important that we 
build a mass anti-racist movement.” 

The Nazis plan to return to Dover 
on 23 April. Anti-fascists are cam- 
paigning to get a bigger turnout on 
the counter protest. 


Unions 

Weyman said, “We have to build in 
Dover to get more trade unions and 
local people involved.” 

Ben agreed. He said, “It was 
good that we held the town centre 
to begin with to say that this is our 
town. We need to carry on building 
what we're doing here. We need to 
keep leafleting the streets.” 
Anti-racists will counter 
fascist protests in Rochdale 


and High Wycombe this 
Saturday. Go to uaf.org.uk 


@SHADOW chancellor John 

McDonnell spoke to anti-racist 
protesters in Birmingham last 
Saturday. 

Around 50 people joined a 
protest called by Stand Up to 
Racism and supported by Unite 
Against Fascism. 

They opposed the Nazi Pegida 
group, which was protesting 
at Birmingham International 
Airport. 

Around 150 Nazis were on the 
Pegida demonstration. 
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Class has to be at the 
centre of poverty debate 


Gerry Mooney, editor of Poverty in Scotland 2016, talked to Raymie Kiernan 
about why poverty isn’t the fault of individuals but is the result of a class system 


LO POVERTY levels in Scotland 
are increasing and, for those 
affected by poverty, it is 
deepening. 

The rise of in-work poverty, the 
number of people struggling with the 
costs of feeding themselves and their 
families, or heating their homes are 
“reaching new heights”. 

Gerry Mooney, co-author and 
editor of Poverty in Scotland 2016, 
told Socialist Worker, “There is a wid- 
ening range of the population who 
are being dragged into poverty or the 
threat of poverty.” 

The book is the seventh in 
a series which has been pub- 
lished since 1995 by various pov- 
erty campaigning groups and 
academics. 

It’s an in depth account of how 
capitalism is shafting the poor in 
Scottish society despite the left wing 
rhetoric of the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) government. 


Class 

Gerry said, “It is about challenging 
misconceptions. The dominant nar- 
rative about poverty doesn’t focus on 
wider structural or class dimensions. 
It focuses on ‘backward’ individuals, 
‘dysfunctional’ families or ‘problem’ 
communities. 

“But poverty is not the fault of indi- 
viduals. The book also shows that the 
idea that work is a solution to poverty 
is complete and utter mince. A job is 
no guarantee that you're going to get 
out of poverty.” 

Over one in five children, more 
women than men, 12 percent of 
pensioners, 23 percent of disa- 
bled people, a third of those rent- 
ing their home and 55 percent of 
working households live in poverty. 


Almost one million households, 
39 percent, suffer fuel poverty as 
energy bosses’ profits go through 
the roof. 

The impact of Tory welfare 
“reforms” has fuelled a food crisis 
that’s about more than just the spike 
in providers of emergency food aid— 
over 160 according to the latest 
research. 


Crisis 

Gerry argues, “The current crisis 
is not a jobs or mass unemployment 
crisis. 

“It’s a crisis of suppression of wage 
levels, incomes and an assault on the 
wider social wage. 

“There’s no discussion about why 
inequality matters. 

“You hear people talk rhetorically 
of a ‘fair’ or a ‘socially just’ Scotland 
but these words become meaningless. 

“Even though the SNP talks about 
creating a ‘more equal Scotland’ it is 
not prepared to go beyond the rhet- 
oric, reject austerity and tackle the 
extreme accumulation of wealth in 
the hands of a very small number 
of Scottish families. 

“What we badly need around all of 
this is a discussion of class—Scotland 
is a class divided society. 

“The refusal to understand it as 
that doesn’t help us at all in under- 
standing how society is structured 
today and how different it could be 
in the future. It’s up to socialists to 
put that to the fore.” 


Poverty in Scotland 2016 is published 
by the Child Poverty Action Group, in 
association with The Open University 
in Scotland, Glasgow Caledonian 
University and the Poverty Alliance. 

It is available from bit.ly/1TolfGj See 
bit.ly/1TkUhlo for 2014 edition 


Election battle over education 


LO EDUCATION IS a key issue in 
aed the Scottish elections. The 
SNP has pledged to “close the 
attainment gap” which means rich 
students are twice as likely to get 
grades A to C as poor students. 
Education minister Angela 
Constance said teachers had to 
stop using poverty as “an excuse 
for failure”. The SNP solution is to 
introduce national testing in the face 
of huge opposition from teachers. 
Andrea Bradley from the EIS union 
shows that low wages and benefit 
cuts all impact disproportionately on 
children. She says that “Hunger is 
common in Scottish classrooms,” 
arguing that the SNP should 
implement universal free school 


Education minister Angela Constance 


meals to counter the impact of 
hunger and poor nutrition on 
learning. SNP cuts to local authority 
budgets have seen councils remove 
teachers from nursery classrooms, 
contradicting its policy pledges. 

Bradley argues that SNP policies 
are good on paper “but lacking the 
resources needed”. 


CHILDREN BEAR the brunt of poverty in Scotland 


Brutality of food poverty 


@ HEADLINE FIGURES on food 
Vaed banks are “far from 
representative” of the extent to 
which people are struggling to 
feed themselves. 

Households in relative 
poverty spend 23 percent of 
weekly income on food, more 
than twice the proportion of 
higher income households, 
despite spending much less in 
absolute terms. 

Ten percent live in extreme 
poverty. But data from the 
Trussell Trust shows that, while 
numbers are shockingly high, 
less than 1 percent of people 
in Scotland have accessed a 
food bank. 

In a chapter on “food 


insecurity”, Mary Anne MacLeod 
argues that the state should 
fulfil its responsibility. Instead 
of the volunteers running 
community cafe drop-ins or 
food banks, the state should 
ensure an adequate standard 

of living for people. 

She also argues against 
measures, including legislation 
making supermarkets donate 
surplus food, which would 
“further institutionalise emergency 
food aid”. 

MacLeod says the best 
defence against food 
poverty is a “comprehensive 
and well-resourced social 
security system and 
decent work”. 


Top 20 percent 
own nearly half 


»\ THE top 20 percent 
Ks now own 44 percent 


of all personal wealth. 

Scotland’s four richest 
families are wealthier 
than the poorest 20 
percent. 

In Scotland, the ratio 
between the highest 
and the lowest paid ten 
percent is close to its 
highest level since the 
mid-1970s. 

The difference 
between the incomes 
of the top and bottom 
1 percent is now over 
twenty times. 

The Grant-Gordon 
whisky family is worth 
£2.15 billion. 


Real wages only 
just recovering 


REAL wages have 

only recently begun 
to recover after a fall 
that was “unprecedented 
in modern times” 
according to the Scottish 
an Ulom (yf Ole 

One in five workers 
earned less than the 
living wage in Scotland 
in 2014. 

Unemployment rates 
fell consistently since 
2012, but then faltered 
rT w40) koe 


Part time work 
inflates figures 


LO SOME 74.3 percent 
Yaed of people were in 
work in April last year 
in Scotland. But the 
STUC said that full time 
work at this time was 
well below pre-recession 
levels. 

Part time work 
and self employment 
increased by 
12 percent. The number 
of temporary or zero 
hour contracts remains 
higher than pre-crisis 


For more 
information 


@Child Poverty Action 
Group, cpag.org.uk 


@The Poverty Alliance, 
povertyalliance.org/ 


@The Open University 
in Scotland, 
bit.ly/INOa8PB 


@Glasgow Caledonian 
University, 
bit.ly/1ZQKdBm 
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IN BRIEF 


Defend Doncaster 
Women’s Aid demo 


PROTESTERS WERE set to 
demonstrate in Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire, on 
Wednesday of this week to 
defend the town’s Women’s 
Aid service. 

Women’s Aid in Doncaster 
was funded by the council 
before receiving funding from 
the Big Lottery. This funding 
has now come to an end and 
campaigners want the council 
to fund the service. 

Activists plan to protest 
from llam at Clock Corner in 
Doncaster. 


Activists slam Tory 
‘living wage’ sham 
FAST FOOD Rights activists 
held an April Fool’s Day 
protest outside Downing 
Street last Friday. It was the 
same day that the Tories’ new 
“living wage” came into effect. 

Protesters branded the 
new minimum wage “fool’s 
gold” as it falls short of the 
living wage as outlined by the 
Living Wage Foundation. 

The protest came ahead of 
a global day of action for fast 
food workers set to take place 
on Thursday 14 April. 
@Day of action—for activity 
near you go to 
fastfoodrights.wordpress.com 


Act Up protests for 
access to HIV drugs 


HIV ACTIVIST group Act Up 
London stormed the offices 
of NHS England boss Simon 
Stevens on Tuesday of last 
week. 

Protesters were demanding 
access to HIV prevention drug 
PrEP, which NHS bosses have 
stalled bringing in. 

Then last Friday naked 
activists took the fight to 
pharma giant Gilead’s London 
headquarters. 

They were demanding 

the reduction in price of its 
hepatitis C medications, PrEP 
and pneumonia vaccine. 

This was a co-ordinated 
action by a coalition of over 
25 groups in 13 cities across 
the world against the greed 
that blocks access to life 
saving medicines. 

Sami Hillyer 


Managers to fight 
against a royal mess 


THE UNITE union is balloting 
Royal Mail managers for 
higher pay. 

The Unite members 
overwhelmingly rejected a 
1.3 percent pay offer in a 
consultative ballot. 

But Unite has said that the 
dispute is about more than 
just pay. 

It says pay is part of a 
much wider set of problems 
engulfing the privatised 
company that could put the 
service at risk. 

The ballot of 4,900 
managers in the postal 
service ends on Thursday 
21 April. 

Bosses have declined talks 
at Acas. 


EDUCATION 


OVER 100 strikers joined a rally during the walkout 


Picture: Duncan BRowN 


Teachers fight cuts In 
West Dunbartonshire 


STRIKING teachers 

formed large picket lines as 
secondary schools across West 
Dunbartonshire in Scotland 
shut on Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week. 

The EIS union members are 
fighting the local council’s plan 
to cut the number of principle 
teachers and introduce 
faculties into schools. 

The union argues that the 
faculty model implemented at 
other councils in Scotland has 
been a failure. 

Over 100 strikers came 
together for a rally in 
Clydebank Town Hall. 


ACADEMISATION 


EIS general secretary Larry 
Flanagan told them, “The EIS 
will not be defeated in this 
dispute no matter what it 
takes.” 


Victory 

The union’s EIS-Fela further 

education section’s president 
John Kelly also spoke on the 

recent victory over equal pay 
in further education colleges 
across Scotland. 

Glasgow City Unison union 
branch secretary Brian Smith 
brought solidarity too. 

Striker James Kane said, “It 
was good to hear support from 


other unions. 

“The lesson from the 
EIS-Fela victory is, strike hard 
and fast and you win. Our 
dispute should have the same 
approach. 

“The picket line I was on 
at the Vale of Leven Academy 
had 25 people on it. Almost 
every car tooting its horn as it 
passed.” 

Teachers plan to strike 
again later this month if the 
council does not back down. 
Thanks to Duncan Brown 
@Send messages of solidarity 
to westdunbartonshire@eis. 
org.uk 


Union builds support for schools ballot 


THE NUT union is set to 
begin an England-wide strike 
ballot on 23 May. 

The union is fighting 
against Tory funding cuts 
and their plans to force 
every school to become an 
academy. 

The union’s annual 


conference last month 
overwhelmingly backed the 
plan for strikes. The first 
walkout is expected to take 
place in early July. 

Parents are also 
organising to stop forced 
academisation. A Parents 
Defending Education 


meeting, backed by the Anti 
Academies Alliance and the 
NUT and ATL unions, is set to 
take place on 23 April. 
@Parents Defending Education 
Sat 23 April, lpm, 

UCL Institute of Education, 
London WC]1H OAL. 

Go to antiacademies.org.uk 
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MUSEUM WORKERS 


Three weeks of strikes to 
beat weekend pay robbery 


WORKERS AT the National 
Museum of Wales are set 
to strike across its seven 
sites as part of rolling 
action lasting three weeks 
starting this Saturday. 

The PCS union members 
have been fighting 
bosses’ plans to scrap 
weekend premium pay 
rates for two years. 

The union announced 
the strikes after bosses 
refused to budge at talks 
on Thursday of last week. 

Meanwhile PCS members 
at the National Museum 
of Scotland suspended 


their planned strike for 
the second week running 
following talks. 

The workers are 
demanding that bosses 
reintroduce weekend 
working allowances for 
all workers after bosses 
withdrew them from new 
workers three years ago. 

They had been planning 
to strike for six consecutive 
weekends, beginning 
with the last weekend 
of March. But they 
suspended the action after 
bosses promised to bring 
a new offer to the table. 


HOUSING 


Activists step up fight to 
kill the Tories’ Housing Bill 


HOUSING campaigners 
are stepping up the fight 
against the Tories’ Housing 
and Planning Bill. 

They plan a “sleep 
out” protest outside town 
halls, highlighting how the 
Housing Bill will increase 
homelessness. 

Activists will then lobby 
MPs and Lords on 11 May 
with a protest and meeting at 
parliament. 

And following the 
10,000-strong Kill the 
Housing Bill demonstation 
last month, they plan another 
one for 18 June in London. 
@Go to killthehousingbill. 
wordpress.com and 
defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


BA 70-STRONG crowd joined 
a rally against the Housing 
Bill outside Sheffield Town 
Hall last Friday. 

Labour MP Clive Betts 
described the devastating 
impact the bill would have. 

Shirley Frost, a local 
tenant, called on Sheffield’s 
40,000 tenants, trade 


OBITUARY 


Kevin Doherty 
1954-2016 


COMRADES AND friends 
will be saddened to learn 
of Kevin Doherty’s untimely 
death from cancer. 

He was a revolutionary 
socialist and trade unionist 
in the NUT teachers’ union 
throughout his life. 

His final, poignant political 
act was posting a picture of 
himself holding a placard in 
support of the junior doctors 
from his hospital bed. 

Kevin began his teaching 
career in Botswana, where 
his internationalism drew 
him into the struggle against 
apartheid in Southern Africa. 

He taught history at 
George Orwell School in north 


London for many years. For 
most of that time he was the 
NUT rep and a prominent 
member of the NUT’s Islington 
branch. 

He led numerous struggles 
both within education and in 
solidarity with other workers, 
particularly during the Great 
Miners’ Strike of 1984/85. 


In the late 1990s he led 
the defence of George Orwell 
School from closure under 
New Labour’s “Fresh Start” 
programme. 

After being victimised for 
his union activities, Kevin 
eventually won his case and 
a post at the new school with 
the support of the union. 

His final teaching job was 
as head teacher of Daniel 
House, a pupil referral unit in 
Hackney in east London. 

Kevin demonstrated a 
commitment to reintegrating 
excluded pupils back into 
schools. It was here that his 
qualities of patience and 
compassion were allied to a 
determined belief in equality 
of opportunity. 

When he retired he pursued 
his passion for history, 


taking a masters’ degree in 
Irish Studies at Liverpool 
University. 

Kevin was a keen 
fell-walker, cyclist and a 
regular at the Hampstead 
men’s pond and the London 
Fields Lido. 

He famously captained the 
George Orwell cricket team 
and was a keen rugby fan. 

Kevin is survived by his 
partner Sandra, daughters 
Rosa and Cara and their 
mother Claire along with 
his sister Mary and brothers 
Shaun, Paul, Gerard and 
Eugene. 

Shaun Doherty 

@Funeral Tue 12 April, 4pm, 
Golders Green Crematorium 
London NW11] 7NL and 
afterwards at the Irish Centre, 
Camden Square NW1. 


unionists and councillors to 
fight it to the end. 


MAROUND 60 Butterfields 
estate tenants and their 
supporters marched through 
Walthamstow, north east 
London, last Saturday. 

They are facing eviction 
after the Glasspool Trust 
charity sold off their 
homes to private company 
Butterfields E17 Ltd. 

It is already issuing 
tenants with notices to quit 
their homes. Tenant Rashid 
said, “The landlord sent me a 
letter telling me to get out. 

“I said no, ‘I will never 
give you the key’. They have 
put the houses up for auction 
while people are still inside 
so | am not going to move, I'll 
take it to court.” 

Nicole Holgate, secretary 
of the Butterfields Won't 
Budge campaign, said, “This 
is an urgent time. Residents 
will start receiving court 
summons soon so we need to 
raise money for their cases.” 
Alistair Farrow 


EU REFERENDUM 


THE TRADE Union and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) is 
fighting to prevent “Brexit” 
campaigns led by Tories and 
Ukip supporters receiving 
huge sums of public money. 
The Electoral Commission 
has to decide whether a 
particular Leave campaign 
in the European Union 
referendum is designated as 
the “lead” campaign. This 
would give it access to public 
money. 
The favourites are 
reactionary-led campaigns 
that do not reflect the left 
case for exit. 
The Electoral Commission 
refused to meet TUSC to 
discuss the issue, so TUSC 
has put in its own application 
to force the question into the 
open. 
@Sign TUSC petition 
tinyurl.com/zhcky4d 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS 


Revolt against council 
cuts looms in Glasgow 


ok RAYMIE KIERNAN 


GLASGOW CITY Unison union is 
consulting 4,000 members for 
industrial action over the Labour- 
run council’s £130 million two-year 
cuts plan. The ballot ends on 
26 April. 

The council wants reduced public 
holidays, new restrictions on flexi- 
leave and cuts to annual leave for 
new starters. 

Coordinated strikes could be on 
the cards with the GMB and Unite 
unions. Unison is also balloting more 
than 1,000 residential care workers 
for strikes. 

The ballots come as outsourced 
council workers are striking to win 
the same conditions as council- 
employed colleagues. 


Erode 

CCTV workers ended an 84-hour 
strike from last Friday to Monday of 
this week. They were set to walk out 
this Friday to Monday and repeat this 
pattern for the rest of this month. 

Workers at the council-owned 
firm Community Safety Glasgow are 
demanding shift allowances of up to 
£7,500 a year. 

Unison Glasgow branch officer 
Jim Main said, “Our members have 
patiently waited for years. All the 
trade unions were given an imple- 
mentation date for a new and fair 
payment system of April 2015. 

“Tt is simply unreasonable to expect 
them to accept this any longer.” 

Glasgow school janitors also have 


CONSTRUCTION 


Blacklist campaigners 
unearth buried treasure 


A COMPUTER used to 
help run the construction 
blacklist has been 


beter to 


CCTV WORKERS on strike 


a live dispute with bosses at another 
council-owned firm, Cordia. They 
want extra payments like those other 
council workers receive for doing 
dirty or physically demanding jobs. 

The janitors are currently losing 
out by up £1,000 a year. 

They could resume their action 


Association book keeper 
Mary Kerr. 
The computer had been 


Scatfolders 
walk off job 


AROUND 60 scaffolders and 
labourers at the Shetland 


y.. COW CITY SR Ay, 
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i 


Fal Pay 
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workers! 


Picture: DuNcaN Brown 


after the school Easter holidays. 
Tying the disputes together by coor- 
dinating strike dates can strengthen 
each and inspire other council work- 
ers to vote yes in the ongoing ballots. 
This can bring out the kind of num- 
bers that can force council bosses and 
politicians to retreat from their cuts. 


CORONER SIR John 


disaster. 


Goldring is continuing to 
sum up evidence given to 
fresh inquests relating to 
the Hillsborough football 


SHEFFIELD 


Bin workers 
trash ‘bullying’ 
Veolia bosses 


REFUSE WORKERS in Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire, walked out 
against alleged management 
bullying last Friday. 

This was the GMB union 
members’ first strike for 17 years 
after they voted by 92.5 percent 
for action. Their strike was solid 
with over 100 workers on the 
picket lines from 6am. 

Workers are employed by 
outsourcing giant Veolia on 
a contract to the Labour-run 
Sheffield City Council. 

Workers have reported that the 
CCTV on trucks has resulted in 
more disciplinary actions despite 
the surveillance never having been 
agreed to. 

Peter Davies, the GMB official, 
said, “This shows the level of our 
members’ anger at the treatment 
of their colleagues on the 
receiving end of this aggression.” 

The sacking of one worker at 
the Green Company subcontractor 
remains a sticking point. 

Bosses blame him for a health 
and safety breach but GMB says 
he had “little to no responsibility 
or influence” there. 


been a suggestion that some 
“very important statements 
were changed in some ways 
that were significant”. 

The jury was reminded 
of evidence given by former 


discovered days before the 
latest High Court hearing 
into the industry scandal. 

The computer used 
by illegal blacklisting 
organisation the Consulting 
Association was thought 
lost. It was seized in the 
Information Commissioners’ 
Office raid in 
2009 but returned 
to Consulting 
Association boss 
lan Kerr without 
being fully 
analysed. 

But journalist 
Phil Chamberlain 
has acquired the 
machine from 
former Consulting 


Lost and found 


wiped but its hard drive is 
now undergoing tests to see 
what data can be retrieved. 

Campaigners consistently 
claimed that use of the 
blacklist was widespread. 

Dave Smith, Blacklist 
Support Group secretary, 
said, “It’s like Indiana 
Jones finding 
the Lost Ark. No 
one knows what 
secrets might 
be locked away 
inside.” 

The next round 
of the Blacklist 
hearing in the 
High Court was 
set to start on 
Thursday. 


Gas plant, 270 miles north 
of Aberdeen, walked out last 
Friday. They said they had 
been sacked. 

Workers for contractor 
Bilfinger refused to work 
beyond lpm, which they 
insisted was all their 
contracts require on a Friday. 

One said, “As a body of 
men we thought we would just 
work our contracted hours 
today, but they said if you 
leave at lpm we'll sack you.” 

Chief contractor Petrofac 
said no one had been 
sacked. Unite union official 
John Boland said, “| think we 
have got things calmed down 
a wee bit and the guys will 
be working as per normal 
over the weekend.” 


Some 96 Liverpool fans 
died as a result of a crush 
at the Sheffield stadium in 
April 1989. 

Sir Goldring reminded 
the jury that police solicitors 
Hammond Suddards 
“reviewed the written 
accounts of 416 officers”. 

He added, “South 
Yorkshire Police vetted some 
accounts without reference 
to the lawyers. There were 
over 600 such accounts 
which were sent on to West 
Midlands Police. Around 
60 of those statements were 
amended in some ways.” 

The court heard that less 
than a quarter of police 
statements were amended. 
Sir Golding said there has 


inspector Clive Davis. Davis 
had described going to 

a briefing given by chief 
superintendent Terry Wain 
two days after the disaster. 

Davis had shared an office 
with Norman Bettison, a 
chief inspector at the time. 
Davis said Bettison “said he 
felt this was an opportunity 
for us to get ourselves 
noticed”. 

Davis said Wain told the 
meeting “we are going to put 
the blame for this disaster 
where it belongs, on the 
drunken, ticketless Liverpool 
fans. We’re going to now 
go away and gather the 
evidence to show this.” 

Wain denied this in court. 

The coroner reminded 


Sit-in at the 
play centre 


AROUND 20 parents occupied 
their local children’s centre 
on Wednesday of last 

week in protest at cuts. 

The Alton Activity Centre is 
used by hundreds of parents 
and children in Roehampton, 
south London. But Tory 
Wandsworth council cut 
funding for it in December. 

Parent Zahra Ali said, “The 
centre is a beautiful thing. All 
children can go there and do 
all kinds of activities. Parents 
can also get together. And on 


Parents say no to cuts 


top of that it’s free.” 

Zahra is a nurse. “In the 
past ’d be working and 
feeling guilty as a mum,” she 
explained. “You have to beg 
someone to pick up your child 
from school, or push them into 
going to after-school clubs. 

“Then I found out this place 
existed.” 

Parents organised to visit 
council meetings. Zahra said, 
“The councillors said they 
would come back to us. They 
didn’t. They made a plan 
without consulting us.” 

Now different services will 
be offered from the centre— 
such as a play session on two 
days between 3 and 6pm. As 
Zahra put it, “What nurse only 
works for two days a week? 

“All we want is a safe place 
for children to play.” 

Sadie Robinson 
@Go to bit.ly/1UDIOzD 


Cops amended statements ‘significantly’ 


the court about SYP’s proof 
of evidence submitted to 
the Taylor inquiry into 

the disaster. The original 
version said officers were 
“unexpectedly overwhelmed 
by several thousand 
spectators” who arrived 
“within a few minutes of the 
time for kick-off”. 

It said the fans were 
“worse for drink” and 
“determined” to enter “at 
all costs”. The coroner said 
Wain accepted that this was 
“at least partially intended 
as a defence of South 
Yorkshire Police”. 

He also agreed that it was 
“an exaggeration” and that 
criticisms of senior officers 
were not included in the 
submission. 
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Escalating action 


Junior doctors’ supporters are building support 
for the strikes, reports Tomas Tengely-Evans 


JUNIOR DOCTORS were 
set to walk out against the 
imposition of a dangerous 
new contract on Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

This is the British Medical 
Association’s (BMA) second 
48-hour walkout in its battle 
with Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt. 

Junior doctors were 
buoyed by the solidarity they 
received during their walkout 
last month and by the BMA’s 
decision to escalate indus- 
trial action. They will hold 
two ten-hour “full walkouts” 
on 26 and 27 April, instead of 
a 48-hour strike with emer- 
gency care. 

Megan, a junior doctor in 
Manchester, told Socialist 
Worker, “People are confi- 
dent and they’re glad that 
there’s an escalation coming. 
When the action’s not the 
same over and over, people 
can see more of a point in it. 

“People also want more 
dates before the next strikes 
on 26 and 27 April.” 

Hunt hardened junior 


Unite the Resistance 
solidarity meeting 


CENTRAL LONDON 


Speakers include: 


@ Junior doctors 

@Matt Wrack, FBU union 
general secretary 

@Green Party leader Natalie 
Bennett 


Tuesday 12 April, 2.30pm-4pm 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist 
Church, 235 Shaftesbury Ave, 


doctors’ determination ahead 
of this Wednesday’s walkout 
after NHS bosses released the 
details of the new contract. 
The Department of 
Health’s (DoH) own equality 
impact admitted that the new 
contract would “impact dis- 
proportionately on women”, 
but said the contract could be 
“comfortably justified”. 
Megan said, “There was 
a new lease of anger after 


‘The new contract is not 
fair or safe for doctors’ 


MEGAN, A junior doctor 
in Manchester, told 
Socialist Worker, “Our 
action on 26 and 27 April 
won't adversely affect 
patients. There will still 
be ‘emergency care’, 
provided by consultants, 
and only ‘elective surgery’ 
that’s not life threatening 
will be cancelled. 

“The reality is that 
the new contract is not 
fair or safe for junior 
doctors or patients. If 
the contract were to go 
through, that would lead 
to poorer patient safety. 

“The new contract 
doesn’t have the 
same safeguards 


on junior doctors 
working a dangerous 
amount of hours. 

“They say take a 
break during driving— 
why shouldn’t you take 
a break before surgery 
when you’re making life 
changing decisions? 

“This is just another 
attack on the NHS that 
will lead to less junior 
doctors in Britain—we 
already have 9 percent 
of places unfilled. That 
will mean longer waiting 
times and a lower 
standard of health care. 

“This is about 
undermining the NHS so 
they can privatise it.” 
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Hunt’s announcement. Lots 
of people are angry about the 
gender inequality—they’ve 
said that it will affect the 
pay gap and that’s just the 
way it is.” 

If Hunt gets away with 
imposing the new contract 
on junior doctors, the Tories 
will come after other groups 
of workers. But the Tories are 
deeply divided and workers 
have an opportunity to strike 
a shattering blow to austerity. 

Senior Tory MP Sarah 
Wollaston this week attacked 
Hunt and called his tactics 
“completely unreasonable”, 
although she also attacked 
the BMA. 

That’s why it’s crucial for 
trade unionists to build more 
solidarity. 

At Soas university in cen- 
tral London activists are 
planning a solidarity walk- 
out at lunchtime and then 
to join the nearby University 
and College Hospital (UCH) 
picket line. 


Fighting 

NHS students fighting to save 
their bursaries are also plan- 
ning a solidarity walkout and 
to hold a “die in” outside the 
Department of Health in cen- 
tral London. 

In Bristol the trades coun- 
cil is urging people to hold 
15 lunchtime solidarity pro- 
tests outside workplaces. 

This sort of solidarity 
needs to be deepened and 
that’s why it’s significant that 
a number of places have set 
up junior doctors support 
groups. The TUC should call 
a national demonstration and 
Unison and the other health 
unions should immediately 
ballot their members. 

The Labour Party also 
needs fulfil its leadership’s 
pledge to automatically back 
strikes and throw itself into 
building solidarity. 

The Tories will only back 
down if they are forced 
to—that means more and 
escalating strikes and build- 
ing solidarity. 


ON THE picket line at King’s College, London, during the last strike 


can topple Tories 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Woman convicted under abortion law 


A WOMAN in Northern 
Ireland was this week given 
a suspended prison sentence 
after inducing an abortion. 
The ruling will have 
disgusted everyone who 
cares about women’s rights. 
The 21 year old woman 
pleaded guilty to procuring 
an abortion by using pills 
when she was 19 years old. 
She had been too poor to 
afford the travel to England 
to obtain a legal abortion. 
She was given a 
three-month sentence 
suspended for two years. 
Her barrister said she 
induced the abortion 
at a time when she felt 
“isolated and trapped 
with no one to turn to”. 
He added that had 


she lived anywhere else 
in the UK she would 
“not have found herself 
before the courts”. 

The 1967 Abortion 
Act made abortion 
legal—if women meet 
certain conditions. 

It was never extended 


wit ALTA 


Protesting in Belfast in January 


to Northern Ireland. 

And the Eighth 
Amendment in Northern 
Ireland effectively 
criminalises abortion 
except where continuing 
a pregnancy would result 
in a woman’s death. 

This law sees the “rights” 
of a foetus as equal to 
those of a woman. 

Campaigners in Northern 
Ireland are fighting 
to repeal the Eighth 
Amendment—and are 
winning growing support. 

It’s a disgrace that women 
are still being denied 
the right to control their 
own bodies and lives. 

Socialists must defend a 
womans right to choose. 
Sadie Robinson 


